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As the 2018-2019 school year concludes, there are several projects that we will be

finishing and/or undertaking over the next several months. Most of these projects
relate to our continuous facility upgrades and the safety and security of our

students.
The football and track locker rooms are substantially complete and will be fully

functional for outdoor activities by the end of May. The structure of the Erie High
School addition will be substantially complete by June 15 th and furnishings for the
weight room, classrooms, and industrial arts areas will be installed over the summer

months. Our goal is to have the weight room open and available by mid-June and
the remainder of the areas ready for a community open house sometime in August.

In addition to the completion of our current construction projects, the Board of
Education has approved safety and security upgrades to both Erie Middle School

and Erie High School. Both facilities will be upgraded with a secured office vestibule
over the summer. The upgraded concept will allow for visitors to our schools to be

checked into the main office via an intercom system before they are allowed into the
hallways and/or classrooms where students reside. These projects will create

another layer of security barriers for our facilities.
Another upgrade to our safety and security plan is the addition of a School Resource

Officer (SRO) position for our schools. The Board of Education has been working
with the Village of Erie to establish and implement this opportunity. The officer will
be directly involved with the school on all school days when students and staff are

present. Responsibilities will include the safety of students, monitoring of facilities,
and assisting with the teaching of safety and/or legal concepts (i.e. bike safety,

internet safety, etc.). The primary goal of the SRO, however, is to establish a
proactive and positive relationship between law enforcement officers and the

community that they serve.
In conclusion, we genuinely trust that you will enjoy some warmer weather and
some time with your children, grandchildren, and/or just the neighborhood kids

over the next few months.
- Marty Felesena, Superintendent

End Of Year 2019 | The CallPg 3

features

THE CALL
An Erie Community Unit School District #1 Publication



Over the past few months, Erie Elementary has been buzzing with activities and events.  We 
want to highlight a few of these events and share some of our favorite pictures of what has 
kept us moving and grooving at the elementary with our students, parents and community!

 First of all, we want to send along a huge thank you to our community for supporting our 
students in their Kids Heart Challenge (formerly Jump Rope for Heart) fundraising in February.  
Through your generous donations, our students were able to raise over $9,500.  It continues to 
amaze me that our small community can continually raise this money to support such a wonderful 
cause.  
 The excitement was overwhelming this month as Jim Gill performed for our preschool 
students and parents and also for our kindergarten through second grade students.  This program 
that originated as a preschool assembly, was filled with excitement and entertainment for all of our 
students, activities for our preschoolers, and professional development for our preschool staff.  Our 
students were able to sing, dance and play along as Mr. Jim Gill led them in his original songs!  He 
encouraged our parents to dance along as well, and we were highly impressed by the enthusiasm 
and rhythm everyone showed.  It was a wonderful, energetic morning celebrating our children 
through music.
 In February, our first grade hosted a Dr. Seuss family night with an amazing turnout of 
students and parents.  The students and their families were able to do various activities to promote 
reading and teamwork while celebrating one of our favorite authors!  Whether it was the making a 
Lorax mustache, coloring their Fox’s sox, fishing for vocabulary words or winning on the bean bag 
toss, the students made the most of the night out with their parents and 
families!
 The third graders were beyond excited when they were able to 
welcome Officer Elder, Officer Hawk and Nikom into their classroom for 
a demonstration and discussion on police dogs.  This followed a story 
in their reading curriculum, “Aero and Officer Mike.”  Students instantly 
fell in love with Nikom and were mesmerized by his tricks and patience.  
Although they learned through their text, being able to welcome Officer 
Elder’s K9 into the classroom raised the lesson to an entire new level!
 These activities and so much more make our elementary school 
a place for students to learn and our families and community to join in 
on the fun!
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Keeping Up With The Elementary, Cont’d

All of our students have also been working hard to learn the new STEM materials Mr. Unruh has taught this 
year, including coding, circuits, robotics, green screen and more!  Starting with our kindergarten students, 
Mr. Unruh’s classes are working on circuitry with e-Blox.  The first is working and second grade students have 

programmed optobots using markers and coding paper, along with doing code spark and circuitry in their respective 
grades. The third and fourth graders work weekly in stations to code Spheros, create movies using the green screen 
and learn circuitry with higher level e-Blox.  We look forward to these fourth grade students teaching their parents 
the tricks of the STEM trade for their 4th grade family afternoon in May!
 Mrs. Burbridge’s 4th grade enrichment group has been working on a One Book One Community project all 
year.  They started the year by reading several of the AISLE (Association of Illinois School Library Educators) Bluestem 
nominated books for grades 3-5.  In March, the students voted for their favorite book, and they have been busy 
planning a community-wide literacy activity so they can share their favorite book.
 The winning book was Wish by Barbara O’Conner.  This group, nicknamed the Erie Elementary Bookworms, 
has secured 65 copies of the novel to be shared with the entire community.  The book will be available to borrow 
at the Erie Public Library, Erie Village Office, Local Roots hair salon, PJ’s restaurant, Erie State Bank, and Hanford 
Insurance Agency, as well as all of the district schools.  Our students want you to read and share the book around 
town, and participate in their culminating activity. 
 The Bookworms have planned both a school-wide, and a community-wide event.  Kindergarten through 4th 
grade students will be creating a Gratitude Garden using painted rocks to use as part of our landscaping.  They will 
also be collecting items from the community to create bags for children in foster care.  More information on these 
activities will be announced via the school Facebook page, so stay tuned!
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7th Grade + STEM = Field Trip Fun 
-Mrs. Samantha Wolf, MS English/Literature
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On Friday, April 5, Erie 7th graders went to Morrison Institute of Technology for a day of STEM related activities. It was a 
great day where the students rotated through a variety of activities all science, math, and technology based. This is a 
program that MIT has been putting on for local schools for the last few years; it is Erie 7th grades 4th year attending 

the program. 
There were six stations in the rotation for the day. One station was in their programming lab. The students wrote a code 
to make a stop light work properly; then they got to change the code and make it go crazy. Another station was where the 
students learned how to build bridges. They were to create the most structurally sound bridge, as cheap as possible. It 
was a challenge, but the students had a good time. Then, they mixed sand, rocks, and cement to make concrete. It was a 
test in how well they mixed their ingredients to make an end product that would actually pass tests from an engineer on 
a job site. The students went to the robotics lab for another rotation. There they drove robots in their robotics arena, used 
Sphere-O’s and programmed them, then used 3D printed simple machines to move weights. It was an impressive lab with 
some really great technology. Next, the students used some directions to create a whistle that would be printed on a 3D 
printer. It was difficult, but nothing they couldn’t handle; they all did great with this. And last, the students were taken to 
the addition at MIT where they 3D print and cut different materials, along with a variety of other things. Here they worked 
on team work, some engineering skills, and fought gravity to create a tower using limited resources. The tallest tower in 
our group was 11 feet, 5 inches- made out of 10 pieces of newspaper and 1 foot of tape. It was quite impressive. 
Overall, it was a fantastic day that allowed the kids to see options for different career paths and education opportunities that 
are close to home. Being part of this day at MIT, for 4 years now, is a great learning opportunity in STEM for our students.



	 A	Time	To	Reflect
- EMS Retirees
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As another school year draws to a close, a handful of  our staff  at Erie Middle School will be closing one chapter of  their lives, and starting a brand new one, 
retirement. Seven staff  members will be retiring in just a few short weeks. With that being said, they all decided to write a reflection of  their careers at Erie Middle 
School and reminisce with all of  you. 

Mrs. Mindy Morgan began her only teaching job in Erie in 1989,  teaching middle school physical education. Mrs. Morgan also spent many years coaching volleyball.  
She had brief  coaching stints at Annawan High School and Riverdale High School. She went on to start the middle school volleyball program in Erie. She began this 
program in 1989 and remained the 7th grade coach for 15 years. Throughout the years she coached hundreds of  young ladies, her two daughters included.

Mrs. Morgan feels honored to have worked in the Erie school district for 30 years. She has been blessed throughout the years to work with so many awesome kids, as 
well as alongside amazing administration and staff.  

Mr.  Keith Morgan started with the district as a social studies teacher and coach at Erie High School from 1989 - 2000. From 1997 - 2000 he also served as Erie High 
School’s athletic director. Mr. Morgan was then hired as the principal at the Erie Middle School in 2000.  

Mr. Morgan describes his career as coming full circle. He has been blessed throughout the years to have had the privilege of  working with hundreds of  amazing 
students. Many of  those amazing students he now works with on a different capacity as amazing parents.

Mrs. Thelma Roloff  started working for Erie community school district as a special education transportation aide in the fall of  1994.  From 1995-2006 Thelma has 
been a full time one to one paraprofessional for the district. In 2006-2016 Thelma became a classroom paraprofessional at the high school and middle school.  Thelma 
became the middle school librarian in 2017 and has spent her last three years in that position.

She will have completed 25 years of  service with the school district. Thelma was privileged to have seen all three of  her one-on-one students graduate from Erie High 
School.

Mrs. Jan Unruh and her family moved to Erie in 2004. In 2005, she started teaching special education at the high school and for the last five years, she has been 
teaching 5th and 6th grade special education at the middle school. She has also been coaching hurdles for the Erie/Prophetstown track team.

Mrs. Unruh can honestly say that working in Erie has been the best teaching job that she has ever had. She has had great people to work with and she will greatly miss 
them and all of  her students. She says that she has been so blessed to have been able to work in such a wonderful and caring school district.

Mrs.Karen Urick began teaching here in 1993. She taught science and health for 26 years. Karen was also the middle school quiz bowl coach. Karen and her husband 
Kevin live in rural Geneseo. 

Karen wishes to thank the district for the great honor of  being able to teach in a district that puts students first, and to thank all of  her former students for all the 
memories.

Mr. Jon Wederquist  began his teaching career in Erie in 1996. He has taught instrumental music  for the past 23 years in the Erie school district.  In addition to 
instrumental music, he has taught music theory, humanities, study skills and elementary general music courses. In 2002 and 2004, he was nominated by his students 
for inclusion in Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers. 

Jon has enjoyed working with many fine educators and students during his time teaching in the Erie school district.

Mr. Tom Unruh and his family moved to Erie in 2004. From 2004-2018 he taught the technology classes and two mathematics classes at Erie Middle School. During 
the 2018-2019 school year, he also started teaching the kindergarten through 8th grade technology classes. He also continues to coach football, wrestling and track.

Tom said he has been so blessed to have been able to work in such a wonderful and caring school district. He has loved his teaching and coaching job, and thinks we 
have the best staff  and students in the area.  

All of  us here at ECUSD #1 would like to wish them well on their future endeavors! Congratulations on your retirement!
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T he Exploring Computer Science course has began an eighteen unit robotics course that will run the whole semester. Each student 
built their own robot to start the course. They had to calibrate sensors, make sure wiring was correct and learn to upload programs 
from their computers to the processor on their robot. The students control and program the robot using the C computer code 

language. Different sensors are used to detect light, sound, use sonar or navigate by touch.  Students are given tasks that they need to 
build the proper sensors and attachments on to their robots and the computer code that will tell their robot how to complete the task. 
This has been a tremendous opportunity to not only give our students an introduction to robotics and programming but also critical 
skills like problem solving, critical thinking and engineering. The curriculum that is used is self guided, allowing students to work at 
their own pace and project oriented, meaning that each lesson is based around a project with a problem to solve. 
 None of this would be possible without the brand new computers that have been installed this semester at the high 
school. These custom built machines have the processing power to run the latest Adobe programs that our students use to edit 
HD video, learn animation, edit photography, create graphic designs and build brand new websites. These new computers 
will also be used for the new E-Gaming team and several other computer science projects coming in the next school year. 

Computer Science Students Explore Robotics
-Mr. Jonathon Schlagheck, HS Business/Computers Department



Oh, How Lucky We Are
-Mrs. Susanne Schaechter, HS Play Director
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A 
new journey we began this year,

Joining with our Prophetstown peers,
Combining our talents into one,

Seussical the Musical was so much fun! 

Back in December the show was cast, 
The April 6th performance was our last.
Rehearsals commenced during the arctic cold,
Putting days of rehearsals on hold.

We spent one whole Saturday in the P-town gym,
Experiencing our first E-P Mock-In, 
Rehearsing dances, music, and running the show,
Playing improv games and eating more than you know! 

Spring break came--cease we did not,
Lights, sound, and costumes added  a lot! 
With an amazing set builder, cast, crew, and pit,
Everyone’s effort made this show a hit! 

Passionate artists giving their time, 
Portraying Dr. Seuss stories--all in rhyme!
Not an easy task without the efforts of all,
Thank you and see you at auditions next fall! 
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1st Team All Conference: 
BB- Skylar Steimle
BB- Josh Hammer

Wr- Gabe Friedrichsen
Wr- Calvin Naftzger

2nd Team All Conference:
BB- Emma Camper

Wr- Lucas Carey
SB- Darian Achs

Honorable Mention: 
BB- Jenna Saad

BB- Eric Robinson
Wr- Cameron Abell
Wr- Mat Garrison
Wr- Carter Jepson
Wr- Trevor Pratt

ALL CONFERENCE SELECTIONS 
(Basketball + Wrestling + Scholastic Bowl) 



Dates to Remember...
 5/14   Last Day of  Attendance (Seniors) 
 5/18   Baccalaureate 
 5/19   High School Graduation Ceremony - 2:00 pm 
 5/20   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm   
 5/27   Memorial Day
 5/31   Last Day of  Student Attendance (Preschool)
 6/1   EHS Class Dash 5K - 9:00 am 
 6/3   Elementary Field Day
 6/4   No School - Teacher Inservice
 6/5   Report Card Pick-Up - Dismissal @ 10:30 am
 6/10-6/16  8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip 
 6/24   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 7/1-8/1  Online Registration for 2019-20
 8/5   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 8/6   New Student/In-Person Registration 
 8/12-8/13  No School - Teacher Inservice
 8/14   First Day of  Student Attendance
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