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Welcome back to The Call. There has been quite a bit of discussion recently about 
working cooperatively with Prophetstown to provide opportunities for our students. In 
September, there was a joint Board meeting between the two Boards of Education to 

discuss expanding the programs that the two schools currently share.
   As a small rural school, Erie has always been looking for ways to pool resources and students 
to better serve our kids. In special education programming, Erie is a part of the Bi-County 
Special Education Cooperative. At the High School level, Erie sends juniors and seniors to the 
Whiteside Area Career Center for additional vocational courses.  
In the last decade of academics, students from Riverdale have come
 onto Erie’s campus for courses while instructors from Erie have traveled

 to Prophetstown. The approach has always been: no stone unturned.

   For twenty years, the High Schools of Erie and Prophetstown have combined students 
in different athletic endeavors, known collectively as the EP Panthers. Together, every 
EP Panthers team has seasons of amazing success, as student athletes are provided 
opportunities to learn and grow that they would not have had apart. It is not just about the 
wins – although there have been some memorable individual and team accomplishments; 
it is about young adults having unique life experiences that cannot be found inside the 
classroom. As of today, the only sports that remain separate are volleyball, basketball (boys 
and girls), and golf (boys and girls). 

   However, this conversation is not just about sports. In fact, it is levering the existing 
relationships that athletics have formed to provide a richer academic experience. There 
are ongoing discussions about utilizing technology and existing bussing to possibly 
provide student opportunities in science, industrial arts, and fine arts. Erie does not 
currently offer marching band, but Prophetstown does. Prophetstown does not offer 
scholastic bowl, but EHS does.

   It has long been a formal goal of the Erie School Board to expand the opportunities for 
our children; the dialogue with Prophetstown reflects that philosophy. Over the next few 
months, it is anticipated that the School Boards at both Erie and Prophetstown will have 
separate votes on their desires to formally see these experiences for students increased 
through the additional sharing of programs.

   If you would like to discuss these issues or anything else, please call the Unit Office 
 and ask for the Superintendent or email me at bcox@ecusd.info.

                                            -K. Bradley Cox, Superintendent
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Current Local School  

Property Tax Rates
Erie    2.73
Geneseo   4.22 
Riverdale   4.41 
Morrison   4.69 
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Fall has long been one of my 
favorite times of the year. 
Between school starting, the 

beautiful weather, fall sports, 
and Homecoming, there is so 
much energy buzzing around the 
schools. This fall, we put a little 
extra effort into enjoying this 
time of year, hosting two new and 
special events in our lunchroom.

   During the week of Homecoming, high school sports 
teams visited us each morning for breakfast. Between 
cross country, volleyball, golf, cheerleading and 
football, we were able to host a different team each 
day of the week! It was amazing to see our elementary 
students interacting and having conversations with 
our high school student athletes over breakfast. It was 
also a great experience for our high school students to 
reminisce on their days at the elementary! Over 300 
breakfasts were served throughout the week.

   To celebrate National School Lunch Week, the 
elementary students hosted over 175 grandparents 
and other special adults on October 13th for lunch! 
Through the extra work of many hands, we were able 
to invite our special guests to play at recess and then 
enjoy a school lunch with their students. Students and 
guests truly enjoyed the lunchtime companionship 
and being able to share a special event like this 
together.

 

  Although The Call comes to your doorstep each 
quarter, you can also find happenings of the 
elementary on our Facebook page, Erie Elementary, 
and through weekly highlights on our Elementary 
homepage at www.ecusd.info/elementary-home. 
Through these avenues, we share pictures, stories and 
highlights of all the neat stuff happening around the 
elementary like the two events shared above.
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Cafeteria Conversations
-Kali Livengood, Erie Elementary Principal
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“I initiated this event for National School 
Lunch Week because  grandparents are 

such a special part of children’s lives, and so 
is school! I think allowing students and their 
loved ones the opportunity to share in this 

event is wonderful.”  -Ella Bright, Erie School 
District Food Service Director
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The school theme committee (consisting of Mrs. Livengood, Mrs. Abbott, Mrs. Holland, Mrs. 
Robinson, Mrs. Bahnsen, Mrs. Burbridge, and Mrs. Ryan) has been very busy thinking of new 
and creative ways to continue reinforcing positive choices for our students.  

   The first big change was to our MVP program. Erie Elementary has chosen MVP students of the 
month for several years. Each month, our building has a focus and students are chosen by his/
her classroom teacher for MVP of that month. Our focus for August was courage, September was 
patience and respect, and October was honesty. We are proud of all of our students, but especially 
our MVP students who go above and beyond to show such positive characteristics.  

   This year, the committee also decided to host ceremony each month to honor these students. 
A brief social time allows students and their parents to enjoy donuts, milk, juice, or coffee. Once the 
ceremony begins, Mrs. Livengood welcomes and congratulates our MVP students. Each student is called 
forward to receive his/her certificate from their teacher. Mrs. Livengood reads the teacher’s nominating 
words.  It is always so encouraging to hear such positive attributes about our students. We take our MVP 
students’ pictures with their nominating teacher to hang in the front hallway for all of the school to see. 
This ceremony is a great way to encourage students and honor them with their loved ones present.  

   In addition to the MVP ceremony, the committee has also thought of a positive incentive for each 
quarter. For the 1st quarter, students earned leaves for good choices and they were hung outside of 
their classroom door. When the classroom earned 10 leaves, they were awarded with ring pops and they 
helped a leaf fall off of the school-wide tree. When all of the leaves fell off of the tree, the students earned 
an awesome assembly.  On Friday, October 20th, Omegaman and Friends came to talk with our 
students about being “dream makers.”  Titan encouraged each of our students to be a HERO (Helping 
Everyone Respect Others). Of course, he ripped a giant phone book in half and broke a wooden bat over 
his knee, which kept the attention of our elementary students, but most importantly, Titan provided a 
positive message to our students that will remind them to continue being kind and respectful students.   

   Overall, it is such a pleasure to work on and develop positive incentives to keep our students focused 
on the good. We will continue to work hard to develop programs and encourage our students to be 
“dream makers” and our staff will continue to strive to live up to our mission, “Where students come 
first.”

New Incentives: Positive Results
-Amanda Abbott, Erie Elementary Counselor
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Mini-Grant Brings New Resources
-Keith Morgan, EMS Principal & Rachel Pratt, EMS Special Education 
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Mrs. Pratt’s homeroom students are sporting a new accessory this fall: Slim Touch Activity Trackers!  
Purchased through a mini-grant from the Bi-County Special Education Foundation these wrist-
watch style fitness trackers record the number of  steps walked, distance traveled, calories burned 

and even the student’s heart rate.  The class began using the trackers in late September and has spent the 
last month getting used to wearing them and practicing recording the number of steps walked each day.  
They  have also discussed ways to get in more steps throughout the school day.  Some students are even 
walking laps during their recess time!  
   While the primary focus of incorporating fitness trackers into the school day is to increase students’ 
awareness of their physical activity level and promote healthy habits, Mrs. Pratt will be using them for 
activities that incorporate math, science, writing and communication skills.  Later this this month the 
students will begin plotting  the number of miles they walk each week on a United States map. In November, 
Mrs. Pratt plans to incorporate other staff members in the middle school as mystery walkers, and challenge 
the students to walk more steps in a day than the mystery walker.  “This will be a fantastic opportunity for 
my students, who are all new to Erie Middle school this year, to get to know staff members throughout the 
building,” Mrs. Pratt pointed out.
   Erie schools are part of the Bi-County Special Education Cooperative which also includes area school 
districts in Whiteside and Carroll County.  The co-op provides psychological, social work, nursing, physical 
therapy, occupational therapy, speech/language therapy, audiology and transition services.   The Bi-
County Special Education Foundation is a non-profit that supports students, families and schools in the 
co-op and whose mission is to enhance public awareness and to generate resources to enrich educational, 
vocational, and social opportunities for children with disabilities.  The foundation  gives out mini-grants 
twice a year. The funds may be used to purchase materials, services or personnel needed to implement 
creative projects that  will have a positive educational impact on children and families in schools that are 
part of the Bi-County Special Education Cooperative. Projects may include materials to promote inclusion, 
family involvement, assessment, curriculum, transition, or multicultural understanding.  The maximum 
amount of a mini-grant is $500.

   “While we are very  
fortunate in the Erie 

School District to have 
 a wide variety of  

resources  for our programs, 
 this grant allowed me  
to dream big and think  

outside the box. I am very  
grateful to give my  

special education students  
this opportunity for hands-on  

learning.”

-Mrs. Rachel Pratt



MS Thespians Take the Stage
-Seth Ryan, EMS Play Director
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Fairy tales and nursery rhymes are most often thought of as bedtime stories, 
not usually as something that would come to life as a mashed up crossover 
of fairy tale and nursery rhyme characters in one play. Believe it or not it has 

officially been done, and by an awesome group of Erie Middle School students no 
less. 

   Erie MS presented Law & Order: Fairy Tale Unit by Jonathan Rand on 
Saturday, October 14, 2017 at 7:00pm on the Annex Stage. This was a play about 
the fairy tale justice system, where the fairy tale police investigate the crime, and 
the fairy tale district attorney’s office prosecutes the offenders. From the time 
the middle students found out about the play they were auditioning for, to the 
practices on the stage, the excitement remained the same. The kids were put up 
to a challenge that they fought, struggled, and won. The main challenges being 
that they had three weeks of practice with the other cast members on the stage, 
while receiving their scripts two weeks prior to being on the stage. They jumped 
into the play and didn’t look back. The older kids who adorned the stage in last 
years show took the younger kids under their wing, who had not made a stage 
appearance before.

   All in all, this year’s show went smoother than last year, not only because the kids enjoyed the show they were 
performing, but because of the older kids who took the lead and showed the younger ones how it was done. I hope 
in the future to be able to continue this tradition, getting kids ready to adorn the stage in a high school production, 
and finding their inner joy for the arts. The kids were a joy to work with this year, with ups and downs throughout 
it all, they pulled it off and made me one proud director.

In the fairy tale criminal justice system, the characters from fairy tales and 
nursery rhymes are represented by two separate yet equally ridiculous 

groups: the fairy tale police who investigate fairy tale crime, and the fairy 
tale district attorneys who prosecute the fairy tale offenders. These are 

their stories.
" "
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Participation in vocational education programs has been in steady decline over the last several years, 
both in high schools and around the area. That being said, one of the largest job groups in need of 
skilled workers is now in the field of vocational education, trades such as HVAC 

technicians, auto mechanics, electricians, construction workers and plumbers. Vocational 
Education programs at the HS level provide students with general employability skills, 
hands-on training, and prepare them to enter paid and unpaid employment in specific 
occupations. EHS has taken it upon ourselves to ensure that we are doing everything in 
our power to solidify the work force for our community and our students.   

   One of the largest demands is in the area of welding. Recognizing a need for impovement 
in this area, EHS recently took a tremendous step in enhancing our vocational programs 
offered by completely restructuring our high school welding facility. Mr. Tod McCullough 
and his welding students are now outfitted with the latest state of the art equipment in the welding and 
metal fabrication industry. The brand new welding room is fully stocked with new welding booths and 
curtains, new cutting tables, a new plasma cutting table, 7 new Lincoln MIG, TIG, stick welders (one of 
which will weld aluminum), 1 new Victor plasma cutter, and 7 oxy/acetylene stations. All of this hardware 
is also equipped with the latest in safety equipment and educational curriculum.  

   With the expansion of this facility we look to continue increasing our vocational offerings over the next 
several years at EHS. Along with Welding, EHS offers courses specializing in Small Gas Engines, Building 
Trades, Woods, Industrial Tech, and Drafting, as well as classroom courses such as Family & Consumer 
Science and Business classes. Our focus and dedication to providing these important vocational courses 
will continue to give our students opportunities to excel beyond EHS.

Taking Welding to the Limit
-Tim McConnell, EHS Principal



Study Hall Changes Show Early Success
-Ryan Winckler, HS College and Career Readiness Coordinator
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As the first quarter comes to a close, a slight change has shown early success at EHS. Throughout the years, 
8th hour study hall has proven to give our students many opportunities. These opportunities include time 
to work on homework, ask teachers for help on assignments they do not understand, make up quizzes and 

tests, and meetings are held for the many organizations that are available to our students. Early outs during 8th hour 
gave seniors an incentive for reaching scores on their annual ACT tests mandated each year. The 8th hour study hall 
model was working very well for many of our students, however we saw a need to improve this period of the school 
day to address some of our concerns.

         The biggest concern that we needed to address was the number of students that were earning a D or F in 
their classes throughout the semester. Last year, we found on average 25-30% of our students were on the D/F list 
each week. After meeting and discussing our options, we decided to reorganize our 8th hour study hall period. The 
changes that we have implemented to assist our students, while also giving them new incentives, have proved very 
effective to start the school year. Since the beginning of school, only an average of 10% of our students have found 
themselves on the D/F list. As we review these changes at the end of the quarter, we have seen students respond to 
the new incentives, and at the same time, have allowed teachers to focus resources on the students that need the 
most help. The following changes have been made to improve the educational setting at EHS:

Freshman: Assigned to a study hall all year long, receiving structure and support daily.  The habits that are reinforced 
and practiced each day establish the foundation for growth. 

Sophomores: Assigned to “Honors Study Hall” in the commons. Using the study habits and work ethic learned their 
Freshman year, we wanted to give them an opportunity to earn their way out of the traditional study hall. Each 

sophomore reports to the commons during 8th hour.  They are responsible to keep that incentive by staying off the 
D/F list each week.  They are also allowed to leave Friday afternoon after 7th hour.

Juniors and Seniors: No 8th hour!  Both are allowed to leave after 7th hour each day if they stay off the D/F list.  Last 
year it was only seniors based on test scores and honor roll.  The problem we faced was many seniors were earning 

a D or F in a class and were still being allowed to leave.  This incentive has proved to be very beneficial as each 
student is accountable for their own success or failure by the amount of time and effort they put into their classes.

        The final change that has been implemented is the most important. We wanted the ability to help students 
that are struggling in their classes and provide resources to help them gain confidence and reach a new level of 
success. This year, if any student (9-12) finds themselves on the D/F list, they will be assigned a different study 
hall for that week, taught by a teacher in that subject area. (If a student is on the D/F list for English II, they will 
be assigned to a study hall taught by an English teacher.) This change has proven to be a big success. Each teacher 
has been able to help the students with their specific questions or implement interventions to help the students that 
struggle. The students have all week to turn in missing assignments, study for tests and quizzes, and receive support 
to help them. By the end of each week, the goal to help these students to get off the D/F list.

Taking Welding to the Limit
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Fall Athletics All-Conference Selections
Cross Country: Ben DeNeve, Max 

Weidel, Chris Link, Makayla Dornbush, 
Mackenzie Clary, and Stephanie 

Sandrock
Golf- Riley Redell and Maddison 

Newton

Team Results
Boys CC: Conference 3rd Place
Girls CC: Conference 2nd Place

Girls Golf: Conference & Regional 
Champions

State Qualifiers
Girls Golf: Maddison Newton

MS CC: Andrew Bomleny



Pg 11 Fall 2017 | The Call

HOCO 2017



Dates to Remember...
 11/2   National Honor Society Induction 7:00 pm 
 11/4   Cardinal Capers 6:30 pm 
 11/9   Veterans Day Program 9:00 am 
 11/10   No School - Veterans Day 
 11/15   SIP Day - Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 11/20   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm  
 11/22-24  No School - Thanksgiving Break  
 12/10   MS/HS Winter Concert 2:00 pm 
 12/13   SIP Day - Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 12/16   E-P Wrestling Holiday Tournament 
 12/18   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 12/19   Elementary Christmas Program 6:00 pm 
 12/22   Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 12/23-1/7  No School - Winter Break 
 12/27-30  Warkins Basketball Tournament  
 1/8   No School - Teacher Inservice 
 1/15   No School - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 1/22   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 1/24   SIP Day - Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
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