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Welcome to The Call. This 
quarterly magazine is an Erie 
Schools publication, dedicated 

to increasing communcation between 
the school and community. We will be 
bringing you current events, programs, 
and philosophies that impact the lives of 
our children. The articles will come from 
contributors in every building, as well as 
those at a District level. 
   This magazine is the latest in a line of mechanisms that the 
School is employing to increase communication. For those of 
you with mobile devices, we have recently released an app that 
is linked to both the lunch and activities calendars. This allows 
anyone to quickly see what is for lunch or when and where 
the next big game is being played. Just go to the App Store or 
Google Play, then search “ECUSD” to download the app. 
   Along those same lines, we have an Erie Schools Facebook 
page, called Erie Community Unit School District #1. This page 
has reminders of upcoming events, stories about students in 
their classrooms, links to other Erie school content, and more. 
Please join the more than 500 others who follow this page. 
   Finally, there is a weekly posting on the District website, 
www.ecusd.info. Just click on the District tab at the top; 
this will bring up news on a weekly, and hopefully relevant, 
topic. As always, if you have a topic that you would like more 
information on, please give me a call or drop me an e-mail. 
Have a great, safe fall and enjoy The Call. 

-K. Bradley Cox, Superintendent

ECUSD DASHBOARD

PSAE Composite Results for the 
Graduating Class of 2016

(Percent of Students Meeting and 
Exceeding Standards in Reading and 

Math)

ERIE 75%
Geneseo 70%
Morrison 68%

Fulton 57%
Riverdale 56%

PLT #3 55%

       Source: www.isbe.net

Scan this QR 
code with your 
device to see 

more info on Erie 
Schools.

Upcoming B.O.E. Meetings

November 23 - Elem. Learning Center
December 14 - HS Media Center

January 25 - MS Board Room

*All meetings begin at 6:30 pm

ERIE BOARD OF EDUCATION
President- Chad Miner

V. President- Jason Norman
Secretary- David Bomleny
Member- Tammy Tegeler

Member- Charles W. Brown, Jr.
Member- Mark Wiseley

Member- Joe Weaver

2 The Call ● 520 5th Ave - Erie, IL ● Editor: Lindsey Milem 309-659-2239
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What a wonderful fall we have had at Erie Elementary! With a winning 
team attitude, we have kicked off a new school theme, began earning our 

Bee Bucks for good behaviors, and rolled out iPads to all of our students K-4.  
      Our school theme this year is, “We’re a Winning Team!” Our classrooms participated in a door 
decorating contest the first week of school, with the winning classrooms being the 2nd grade team of 
Mrs. Wisdom and Miss Wagenknecht along with the 3rd grade classroom of Mrs. Burbridge. We also had 
some fun taking an all-school “team” picture, decked out in Erie gear, posing with our Cardinal mascot! 
(Huge “Thanks!” to Ashleigh Sandrock Photography)
   We have also been using Disney movie quotations to help with our morning messages based around 
character building and positive decision making. Students have been inspired by Walt Disney, Pinocchio, 
Eeyore, Mary Poppins and more for lessons on getting along with peers, focusing during school and making 
the right choices. Students have also earned Bee Bucks and rewards for positive behaviors and interactions 
throughout their day.
   This fall our students were excited to each receive an iPad to be used 
throughout the school day. Teachers have incorporated the iPads for 
incentives, exploration, and remediation.  Apps have been supplied 
to help students with math facts, reading, handwriting and more. 
Students love the opportunity to play and teachers love that learning 
is hidden in there too!
   A heartfelt thank you to all the parents who participated in parent-
teacher conferences to help our team become even stronger! We look 
forward to what the next months bring and to the adventures we can 
share as a team. Until then, as Finding Nemo tells us, we’ll ‘just keep 
swimming’ through a magnificent school year!

A BIG Welcome 
to Mrs. Kali 

Livengood, New 
Erie Elementary 

Principal

We’re a Winning Team!

This fall was packed with fun for our preschool families and the weather cooperated 
for some great field trips!  

   In September, children visited the home of Michelle and Todd Misfeldt where they 
enjoyed picking apples. A few days later, the Annex lawn was turned into a farm for 
several hours when Miller’s petting zoo from Geneseo visited. They brought several 
animals including a calf, llama, donkey, large bunny, goats, chickens, ducks and a pot 
belly pig. Families enjoyed petting and feeding the animals. It was hard for them to 
choose their favorite when asked!   
   October brought new adventures as well. A Parent Workshop entitled “What Does 
It Take to Run a State Funded Pre-K?” was presented by our parent coordinator and 
teaching staff. The answer is, “It takes A LOT”! Behind the scenes, there are lots of pieces 
that must come together to meet our program goals. Our classes also took a quick field 
trip to the Nowers Pumpkin Patch. They learned all about a pumpkin patch and each 
selected a pumpkin to take home. Preschoolers learn so much by visiting these local 
farms. We are so thankful for the abundance of local farmers in our community that are 
always willing to let us visit.  

   To wrap up the fall, we were super excited to have Carole Peterson, an Early Childhood 
Musician, for a very special family concert. What a treat this was! She is from the 
Chicago area and we’ve seen Carole at conferences several times. Families took part in 
her hands-on concert.  Our preschoolers love her songs, especially... “Sticky Bubble Gum!” 
   It’s been busy, but so much fun! We look forward to all of our field trips and learning 
opportunities still ahead this school year!   

Tons of Fun in Erie Pre-K 

“We are so thankful for the 
abundance of local farmers 
in our community that are 

always willing to let us visit.”

 -Kathy Young, Pre-K 
Coordinator

-Kali Livengood, Erie Elementary Principal

 -Kathy Young, Pre-K Coordinator
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While walking through the halls of Erie Middle School you are greeted with friendly faces and many 
eager students and staff. This quarter in the middle school there are a plethora of new initiatives 

taking place and a variety of opportunities that our students are getting to be a part of.
 Not only has EMS has been focusing on reading with it’s semester-long reading program called 
READO, but on writing as well. On November 8, a handful of EMS students will be published in the Rock 
Island Dispatch/Argus. This is an honor our kids have been given and a great opportunity to illustrate how 
talented our future writers are. Watch for the paper that day; the articles are sure to demonstrate the talent 
of Erie students.
 Additionally, the MS has already embarked on a few field trips this fall. The fifth graders went on their annual pond trip 
to Rock Creek Marina, near Camanche, Iowa. The kids had a great time riding on the Blue Heron pontoon boat ride, taking a tour 
of the museum and a participating in a pond study activity. The 
seventh graders also attended The Farm Show in Joslin, Illinois 
where they rode a train pulled by an authentic engine. They also 
saw steel working, helped make rugs on looms, watched a demo on 
broom making, saw flour being ground and old tractors at work. It 
was a fun and informative afternoon. 
 Between new technologies and programs being 
implemented, the action of our sports teams at work, and the 
positive outlook and engagement of our students, the middle school 
is off to a great beginning of the year. We have so many talented, 
hard working students, faculty, and staff. This should be a great 
year for all. 

Every semester, the MS hosts a school-wide reading program. These programs focus on engaging and motivating students to 
read more during their free time. The program for this semester is called READO, or Reading Bingo. Our reading initiative 

programs have flourished in the past and we anticipate this one doing the same. Every student received a READO card containing 
spaces with reading activities. These objectives were as simple as “Read an iPad article for 20 minutes” or “Read 30 pages 
without a break.” More complex tasks included: “Read for one hour without a break” or “Read a classic novel.” Students are also 
asked to perform tasks with their reading such as recommending a book to someone, giving a book review to the class or reading 
aloud to someone. 
   Similar to regular Bingo, students strive to accomplish or “fill” specific boxes in order to complete a horizontal, diagonal, or 
vertical row. Prizes are awarded for each READO completed.

           
Some prizes included…
      -Homework pass to submit in Literature class
      -Candy Bar
      -Scholastic Book
   One special reward is a trip to the school library’s Book Bistro. This 
is a new one that many students are eager to achieve. A table in the 
library will be draped in a table cloth and contain a tiered stand of 
goodies. Students who have achieved four READOs will be allowed 
to spend their study hall or homeroom time at the Bistro, snacking 
and reading in peace. The final prize is attained when a student has 
completed all the tasks on his or her card, also known as a BLACKOUT! 
These few, elite readers receive tickets to a pizza party during lunch, 
where pizza, breadsticks, and drinks are provided. With so many great 
rewards, it is no wonder there are so many
phenomenal readers at Erie Middle School. 

EMS Off to a Great Start

R-E-A-D-O!

-Keith Morgan, Erie Middle School Principal



The mission of the Erie Counseling office is to provide a 
student focused, comprehensive counseling program to 
meet the academic, career and personal/social needs of all 

students regardless of race, color or creed.  The Counseling team 
will help students create a pathway for their future that enables 
them to be positive contributing members of society. The goal is to 
cultivate students who are lifelong learners that are well-rounded, 
responsible and resilient individuals.

   Thus far this year, staff members have met with all freshman 
students to ensure they are having a smooth transition to high 
school and have entered their homerooms to give Freshman 
Academy lessons.  All senior students have met 1-on-1 with 
staff. At these meetings, each student was given a folder with 
college/career and financial aid information. The counseling 
staff also held a College Night for juniors, seniors and     
their parents. At Erie, it is imperative that all seniors  have a plan 
for after graduation.  Further, the team is
monitoring student grades and utilizing interventions, such
as academic tutors, to ensure students are successful.

Upcoming Events 
 Going on a college visit- November 4 Monmouth College and Western Illinois University
 Presenting to students on the effects of bullying and how to be an “upstander” 
 Taking juniors to Blackhawk for the ACT in December 
 Giving classroom lessons with sophomores and juniors on career/college planning
 

Our district motto at Erie High School pushes us to, once again, be at the front of the educational 
curve with a technology shift from MacBook Pros to the Apple iPad. The iPad has, and will continue 
to expand our technological knowledge for students and staff throughout the coming years. This 

change was just another step to ensure that our high academic standards continue to benefit students in 
the near future. EHS has achieved the top test scores (ACT/WorkKeys) in the area over the last few years, 
and we know with the advancement in technology our students will only continue to grow. 
   Another program that has advanced to be one of the top programs in the area is our Dual Credit Black 
Hawk classes. This program has become so popular with students over the last few years that we were forced to expand the 
offerings to ensure all students had a chance to begin their college careers at EHS. All of the classes are taught by Black Hawk 
Professors on the EHS campus. EHS students that have started in the program as juniors are averaging 20 college credit hours 
upon graduation from EHS, with one student earning an astounding 42 college credit hours. Once again, this program puts EHS 
students at the front of the pack when going on to college, military, or the workforce. 
   EHS has also made a number of other major academic support advancements for 2015 and beyond.  EHS was able to establish a 
new program of academic and emotional support for our HS students.  The addition of the CCRC (College and Career Readiness 
Coordinator) and RTI (Response To Intervention) positions have been key components to this support.  We understand that any 
extra support we are able to give to our students will only advance their already outstanding efforts.  Along with the CCRC and 
RTI programs, we have revamped our Guidance Program to offer the most comprehensive social emotional assistance program 
to all of our students.  This process allows us to meet their academic and emotional needs together.  With these enhancements, 
and accompanied by our already outstanding high school curriculum, we are positive our students will continue to grow and lead 
the area in academic achievements.
        

Where Students Come First

Below L to R: Lore VanHoosier (Registrar), Ryan Winckler (College 
Career Readiness Coordinator), and Brittney Berger (Counselor)
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New Changes Come to EHS Counseling Dept.

Check out EHS’s new student newspaper, The Cardinal Chronicle
at www.ehscardinalchronicle.com

-Tim McConnell, Erie High School Principal



The Girls Golf team has just wrapped up an exciting, successful fall. 
With a strong regular season, the ladies finished 12-7 overall, 8-3 

in the conference (with their only losses coming to sectional quality 
teams). After placing 3rd at the conference meet, the team also 
advanced to sectionals as a team, for the 3rd consecutive season. Two 
team members, Sera Bebon and Madison Newton, were selected to the 
all-conference team. Congratulations Lady Cardinals!
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Girls Golf Team Finishes Above Par

Fall Athletics
E-P Football (4-5 record) Season highlights: 

▪ 32-7 Homecoming win over Amboy
▪ Several All Conference Selections including:

Honorable Mention- Phillip Coers (QB), Seth Cameron (DB), & Chris 
Schempf (TE). 

2nd Team- Pedro Herrera (OL), Jared Forward (LB), & Noah Eads (DL).
1st Team- Dylan Binion (RB), Jack Heflin (OG), & Jack Heflin (DL). 

Three Rivers Conference Big Division 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR - Jack Heflin

 

Erie Volleyball
With 5 returning seniors, 

the Lady Cardinals capped 
of their regular season 

with an exciting trip to the 
Regional Championship 

game.

Cross Country
Both the men’s and 
women’s CC teams 

competed with 
everything they had 

this season. To finish 
off the season, not 

one, but BOTH squads 
advanced to the 

Sectionals meet as a 
team. 

Photo Credits to EHS Yearbook staff
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Cover photo 
by Peyton Rus 

(Senior) 
 

Runners Up 
Left- Kyle Laird 

(Junior) and Right- 
Audrey Woods (7th 

Grade)

Student Photography Contest

This year, instead of seeing laptops in all of the classrooms, one will see iPads.  Erie 
Community School District has made the switch for every student, Pre-K through 12.  
This was a major decision that would affect everyone in the district, but in the end 

the positives far outweighed the negatives.
  When deciding whether or not the district should switch to iPads, the IT dept, 
superintendent, and school board members looked at what the district would gain vs. lose 
if it were to make the switch. After realizing the district could ensure that every student 
would be issued an iPad and that the programs teachers were using in their classrooms 
would be compatible, the decision was easy. That’s not to say that there were not 
going to be issues that came up in the future.
   Two common questions arose: How are the iPads going to be protected? 
And What about a keyboard? As a solution to these issues, each iPad issued 
was equipped with a Bluetooth keyboard that connects wirelessly, as well as a 
case designed to withstand everyday wear and tear of a student.  These solutions 
met the districts needs to ensure protection of the iPads as well as the keyboard 
functionalities.
   In the past, there have also been issues with laptops being tampered with. 
Students were able to “hack” into them and change the settings, which eventually 
led to the computer not working properly.  A nice feature of the iPad is that it is 
very difficult to tamper with.  The students cannot open them up and meddle with 
them.  Also, with the mobile device management software, it is easier for the technology 
department to keep track of all the iPads and more efficiently deal with problems when 
they arise.  
   Apple T.V.s were also purchased for every classroom district-wide.  Apple T.V. is a 
great device that allows teachers and students to wirelessly connect an iPad or computer 
to the classroom projectors in order to show what a student or teacher is working on or 
presenting to the class. This is helpful in the classroom setting because it allows anyone to 
quickly and easily display their screen without having to deal with the constant plugging 
and unplugging of cords.

Out With the Old, In With the iPad



November 2   Three Rivers Music Festival at Rockridge High School
November 6   HS Snowball Late Night Event
November 10  Veteran’s Day program - Annex gym - 9:00 a.m.
November 11  No School - Veteran’s Day
November 13  Meet the Cards - High school gym
November 17  Meet the Panthers - Annex gym
November 18  SIP Day – Early Dismissal ES-1:50 MS-1:55 HS-2:00
November 25-27  No School – Thanksgiving Break
December 5   Erie Christmas Walk – Parade starts at 5:30 pm
December 8-10  Santa’s Workshop (Secret Santa Shopping) – Elem. Gym
December 9   SIP Day – Early Dismissal ES-1:50 MS-1:55  HS-2:00
December 10  Elementary Christmas Program - Annex gym
December 13  MS & HS Winter Concert - 2:00 p.m.
December 18  Early Dismissal EL-1:50 MS-1:55 HS-2:00
Dec 26, 28-30  Annual Warkins Basketball Tournament (Schedule TBA)
Dec 21-Jan 4  No School – Christmas Break
January 13   SIP Day – Early Dismissal ES-1:50 MS-1:55 HS-2:00
January 18   No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Dates to Remember...
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