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Like all the info The Call 
has to offer? Follow our 
school on Facebook for 
more frequent updates 
on happenings around 

the district!
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Hello, again. Welcome back to The Call. This 
edition, I want to spend some time on a very 
important committee that is doing some 

exciting work – the Facility Steering Committee. 
This committee, composed of community 
members, educators, and Board of Education 
members, is trying to determine what our campus 
should look like in the future.
    Why is this work being done? For starters, our 
campus has too many buildings. We have four 
buildings for about 660 students in grades pre-K through 12. As you 
can imagine, more buildings means more cost in repair, maintenance, 
heating, and cooling. It also makes it more difficult to share staff 
members across grade levels. In short, our current configuration is 
inefficient.
    Even more importantly, our space is not set up for 21st century 
learning. Today, technology dominates the landscape at home and 
at work. In our students’ eyes, there has always been an Internet. 
Technology is a part of who they are; they don’t know anything else. 
Look at this another way: the Apple I was one of the first personal 
computers, and it was sold in 1976. Only one of our four buildings was 
built after 1976, so it makes sense that our facilities are not set up to 
accommodate technology and the types of teaching and learning that 
come with today’s society and life. 
    From a practical standpoint, this is the exact right time to update our 
campus. Currently, the District has no debt (wouldn’t we all love to be 
able to say that?). It is very typical for a school to borrow money on a 
15-year loan, and this timeline is very significant. The Exelon nuclear 
power plant has a license to operate until 2032, so any debt that the District incurs in the next 
few years will have Exelon as a partner in paying off the debt. This makes the actual dollars paid 
by Erie taxpayers, you and me, much less than it could be.
       As for the Steering Committee, they have been meeting for months gathering information. 
They presented to the Board of Education in January on their progress. In the coming weeks, 
this committee will expand its members to plan and execute a series of community meetings to 
gather input and have discussions. Later in the spring, the committee will take all of the data 
that they have collected to make a recommendation to the Board on what should be done next.
   This is a very important discussion. Our children need to have a great learning environment; 
they are our future. Our community needs to 
have an efficient, effective school system; it is the 
lifeblood of our community.

-K. Bradley Cox, Superintendent

Meetings:
Feb 22 - Mar 21 - Apr 25

*All meetings begin at 6:30 pm in the MS Board 
Room

President- Chad Miner
V. President- Jason Norman
Secretary- David Bomleny
Member- Tammy Tegeler

Member- Charles W. Brown, Jr.
Member- Mark Wiseley

Member- Joe Weaver2
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ECUSD DASHBOARD

Among all state of Illinois school 
districts, ECUSD #1 is among the 

lowest school tax rates.*

Compared to surrounding districts, 
Erie is THE lowest.

1. Erie 2.81%
2. Byron 3.85%

3. Geneseo 4.0%
4. Riverdale 4.35%

5. Fulton 4.66%
6. Prophetstown 4.82%

7. Morrison 5.00%
8. UT/Silvis 5.80%
9. Rock Falls 6.40%

LOW PROPERTY TAX RATES

*Source: ISBE 2013 Tax Year
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E rie Elementary has been bubbling with excitement the last few months! Now that we are well into the 
school year, the students, teachers, and staff are hard at work to make the most of every day in the 
classroom. Even with all the knowledge being learned in the classroom, our students and staff still have 

time to celebrate and have fun outside of the classroom as well.
    Honoring our veterans has always been an important part of the history of Erie Elementary. This year our 
service men and women were invited to join our Veterans Day program. During this time, our fourth grade 
students led a narrative outlining important historical dates of our United States history. Each class had a special performance 
for the veterans, including poems and special routines. When all of the students joined to sing “Thank a Vet” led by Mr. Jon 
Wederquist, it was an honor to see the tears build in the eyes of the veterans in the audience representing over 184 years of 
service!
    Our 2nd grade classrooms hosted a Family Reading Night in November, with the theme of “Camp Out with a Good Book.”  
After taking a keepsake photograph when they arrived, families moved through a variety of activities focused on Language Arts.  
The activities included reading under the stars and in a tent, creating handprint campfire crafts, playing games centered around 
vocabulary, and reading clues to figure out mystery camping items hidden in a bag. “Camping Out With a Good Book” was a 
wonderful evening focused on the joys of reading and sharing that excitement with our students and families.
    As December began, our focus changed to holidays and serving others.  Our winter concert, led by Mr. Jon Wederquist and 
Mrs. Sue Teats, was a treat for all of our family and community members as our students sang their hearts out on stage.  The 
students also took part in a coin and food drive for the Erie Food Pantry.  The donations were delivered and students were 
proud of the impact they could make for families in our community.
    Here at Erie Elementary, we are doing our best to see that students are aware of those around them, putting others first and 
knowing that a song or sweet words are some of the most important things we can do for others.

Teaching Outside the Classroom

R
eading is the foundation of all education and one of the most important parts of a 
child’s education. At Erie Elementary, our focus is to help readers at every level.  
In doing this, our Response to Intervention (RtI) team is put to work day in and 

day out to help our teachers and students find the best programs for their reading 
needs. Mrs. Rachel Pratt, Mrs. Kathy Kuhnen, and Mrs. Lisa Jacobs work together 
with classroom teachers to find students that need additional help with reading and 
mathematics. “Working with the students is really a pleasure. It’s great to see the pride 
they take in their learning,” states Mrs. Jacobs.
    Through benchmark testing, using such programs as AIMSWeb and STAR Math, 
our students are quickly monitored to find their current level of understanding. Based 
on these needs and recommendations from teachers, our RtI team can then place 

students in appropriate instructional groups. Mrs. Kuhnen enjoys using different instructional strategies and activities to 
meet the needs of her reading students. “My goal is to get reading materials in the hands of my students-whether it be a well-
loved copy of a popular children’s book or an e-book on their iPads at their level,” she explained. Students receive help three 
to five times a week for up to thirty minutes each. This time is used for small group or one-on-one reading time to improve the 
strategies, fluency, and comprehension for our students.
  At a time when school districts are finding themselves cutting classrooms and teachers, we pride ourselves in being able to 
offer a top notch program to help our students achieve at every level. “We are blessed to have this team which allows us to be 
proactive, beginning with our youngest students in preschool and kindergarten,” Mrs. Pratt noted. The collaboration of our RtI 
team and classroom teachers proves that the Erie Elementary staff works together to help students achieve their full potential, 
increasing their confidence and academic ability. 

Erie RtI Team Puts Reading First 

-Kali Livengood, Erie Elementary Principal

Left: 2nd and 3rd grade students 
performed “Thank A Vet” at this year’s 

Veterans Day Program.  Middle: 
Students and parents enjoyed craft 

time at the 2nd grade reading night. 
Right: Handprint Campfire Crafts 
brought students and parents (and 

board members) together. 

L to R: Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Kuhnen, and 
Mrs. Pratt
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T
he second part of the school year is underway and EMS students are gaining all kinds of new experiences 
from the wide-variety of trips they are offered. Our goal is to give students new experiences, have them 
learn new skills, and hopefully have a great time with their friends and teachers to encourage and 

nurture their love for learning. 
    In January, 5th grade students took an educational field trip to Dubuque. They first visited the National 
Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium where they viewed local fish and wildlife (from crayfish to river 
otters) and learned about the history of the river. Next the students were off to the Grand River Center to 
participate in The U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s 12th Annual Dubuque Bald Eagle Watch School Program. 

The University of Minnesota Raptor Center presented this year’s program. Live birds of prey were featured including a bald 
eagle, great horned owl, American kestrel, and a red tail hawk. It was a great experience and so much was learned. 
    Not only has the 5th grade been busy, so has the 6th grade. Erie Snowball organization brings high school students and 6th 
graders together to celebrate healthy, drug/alcohol-free lifestyles. The high school students serve as mentors to the younger 
students as they engage in fun activities. These activities include a Late Night Event where high school student leaders present 
interactive lessons that deal with good decision-making and abstinence from drugs and alcohol. These lessons are followed by 
bowling and pizza. The group will also attend a Mallards game in February and a River Bandits game in May. 
    EMS 7th graders will be hitting the tubing hill at Snow Star Winter Resort in February. The young men and women are 
excited for the experience, especially since more lanes have been added to the tubing hill and the facilities have been completely 
renovated due to a recent fire. The day will be filled with excited students, that soon become cold and hungry students, and by the 
end of the day... worn-out students! This is a great trip that gives many of our kids an opportunity to experience something new 
with their friends. The slopes will be cold, fast, and snowy; 
the kids will be racing by and the day will be a great time 
for all. 
    The 8th grade students are not to be left behind. They 
enjoyed a wonderful day at Snow Star in January. Many, for 
the first time, had the opportunity to test their balance as 
they practiced gliding down the hillsides. This trip was the 
talk of the halls for several weeks, and the 8th graders were 
excited to see if they could master the task at hand. 
    As you can see, the students of EMS are busy. Between 
their reading, writing, and extra-curricular activities, the 
students are participating in some really fun, educational 
experiences. 

T he time has come for EMS to start the semester long, school -wide reading program. Literature teachers at the MS have 
chosen a program that not only benefits our students by improving their reading skills, but also contributes to children at 
schools found in the conflict areas of Syria. The group that established this campaign is called Students Rebuild. Not only 

does this organization promote literacy in the United States by creating programs that help less fortunate schools around the 
world, but they do so by demonstrating the importance of generosity to those who need 
help the most. 
    This campaign is called Healing Classrooms. Its basis is to help raise money to 
train teachers on the skills needed to create a safe, nurturing environment for refugee 
children in countries neighboring Syria. These classrooms allow refugee students to 
obtain a sense of stability while promoting positive social and emotional interactions 
with one another. 
   How are Erie students helping? They will make pinwheels! For every book a student 
reads, he/she will create a pinwheel made of paper. The pinwheels collected will be 
sent to Students Rebuild. That is where the pinwheels will be “converted” into dollars. 
For every pinwheel collected, the Bezos Family Foundation will donate $2 to be sent to 
a Healing Classroom. Our goal is to make as many as possible. 
   It is a fundamental job of a school and community to promote reading amongst its 
students. EMS has found a way to engage student readers while making a difference by 
helping Syrian youth recover from crisis and grow into happy, healthy adults.

Educational Experiences for EMS
-Keith Morgan, Erie Middle School Principal

Students Read for Healing Classrooms 

Above: EMS Pinwheels to be sent to 
Students Rebuild for the month of 

January.

Right: 8th Graders take a break from the Snow Star slopes.



E
ight years ago, the conversation was started about what needed be done to ensure Erie 
freshmen students were getting off on the right track as they started their academic career 
at EHS.   After many meetings and research, a system was developed to focus on transition 

for incoming freshmen. In came the Freshman Academy. This program forced faculty and 
staff to change their philosophies on high school students altogether.  No longer would it be 
okay to just set their schedule, have freshman orientation, and wish them luck.  The goal was to 
ensure their high school journey is a seamless, consistent, and enriching experience.   
    In order to accomplish this task, the freshmen needed to have a consistent time to meet.  To 
do that, the entire schedule was rearranged to establish a common study hall at the end of the 
day for all classes.  This schedule ensured that freshmen were with freshmen during the 8th 
hour of the day, and not with upper classmen.
During 8th hour there are several goals to accomplish:  
 1.  Check to make sure each student has a system of recording daily assignments.
 2.  Check daily for assignments to be written in a recording system.
 3.  Develop an open system of communication so any and all questions for freshmen students can be answered.  
 4.  Encourage them to work together with homework questions.
 5.  Assign a leader for each class.  (Speaker of the House) 
 6.  Have the students develop a House name and logo for their group.
 7.  Inform the freshmen about any issues or topics that will be new to them in the high school.  
 8.  Make sure all students have a sense of belonging to their House and group. 
 9.  Keep track of GPA, attendance, and discipline for each House.
    To encourage buy-in to the program, prizes were also established for the House with the highest GPA and fewest discipline 
reports.  Today the GPA of Erie Freshmen continues to climb.  In one semester, we had 90% of the class on the honor roll.  This 
program continues to grow and develop a great transition for all EHS students.  With the addition of the CCRC (College and 
Career Readiness Coordinator), Freshman Academy will expand even more in the upcoming years.

T
he second semester at EHS is off and running. The students may be heading towards the end of another 
school year or concluding the last year of their high school career. This is a time where our students 
finalize the choices they have made for their next year at EHS, what college they plan to attend, what 

branch of the military they wish to enlist in, or which career path they plan to pursue in just a few short 
months.  
    The teachers and staff are diligently working to ensure that students have the necessary support system 
in place to make informed decisions about and preparations for their future. Our junior class is intensely 
preparing for the upcoming ACT test in April. A majority of the juniors have begun taking full advantage of the ACT academies 
that are now being offered by EHS staff on a weekly basis. Topics include general strategies or a focused session on each of math, 
science, English and reading. The juniors will conclude their prep with a ZAPS workshop presented by ACT. These preparations 
will help our Juniors acheive the best possible scores on this very important test, hopefully earning them even more opportunities 
in the future.
    Finally, the guidance office is preparing to welcome our incoming freshmen with an informational freshman orientation to be 
held on March 17.  Students are introduced to high school administators as well as given an overview of the Freshman Acadamy. 

At this meeting, students and parents will plan individual meetings with Ms. Berger (HS 
Guidance Counselor) and Mr. Winckler (College and Career Readiness Coordinator) to 
map out their class schedules for the upcoming year and beyond.
    The key to success during this second semester at EHS will be for all students to 
focus on the many tasks at hand, make informed and well planned decisions, and finish 
strong.  With the incredible support offered by the staff of EHS, I am certain this will be 
another successful spring.  

Focus and Finish
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Transition is the Key to Success

-Tim McConnell, Erie High School Principal

*Source: ISBE 2015 Report Card

*

Left: The 2016 Senior Class Illinois State Scholars were recently announced. Congratulations to 
this outstanding group of students, who rank in the top 10 percent of all Illinois students.
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Panther Wrestling

Annual Cliff Warkins Tournament

Hall of Fame Induction

Crazy for a Cure

Congratulations to the EP Panther Wrestling 
Team who took first place in the Three Rivers 

Athletic Conference!

All Tournament Team Selections: 
Senior Rachel Cobert and Senior Bransen Rosenow

The Varsity Girls team finished the tournament with a 4-1 
record while the boys finished 3-2. 

On January 23, the Erie Athletic Boosters hosted their annual 
Hall of Fame induction. Congratulations to the following 2016 

inductees!
-1949 graduate Milt Davis

-1995 graduate Jason Stortz
-The 1976 Girls Track Team.

    In January, Coach Julie Schroeder and the Girls Basketball 
team organized a week-long fundraiser to help raise money for 
The American Cancer Society. They sold t-shirts, held an egg 
roulette contest with teachers, and hosted a bags tournament, 
bake sale, and raffles. Both the girls and boys teams participated 

in the fundraising, as well as the Student Council. 

Together about $1,700 was raised for donation!

Congratulations to 4 Seniors who have signed on to continue 
their athletic careers at the college level.  

- Rachel Cobert (Volleyball) at University of Illinois at Springfield
- Emily Cox (Basketball and Softball) at Rock Valley College

- Jordan Chandler (Baseball) at Carl Sandburg College
- Jack Heflin (Football) at University of Northern Illinois

Movin’ on Up!

Extra Curriculars
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T
hroughout the school year, the district provides in-house presentations that 
introduce new technology, further educate on current technologies, and help 
new staff get acclimated quickly. These “Tech Academies” keep the district 

employees up-to-date on technologies that can be incorporated into the classroom 
to help promote a rich learning environment for students. Professional development 
hours can be earned by attending these tech academies. 
    When new teachers come into the district, the first training they receive is 
Skyward, our online gradebook. The teachers go through an in-depth training 
showing them the ins and outs of the program. Sections break it down so teachers 
are not overwhelmed with all the information at once. 
    ECUSD made the switch to iPads this school year. This change spurred training 
on how to use the devices, not only for everyday use, but also what applications 
should and can be used in the classroom. This year there have been trainings with 
the entire staff on the iPads’ basic functions, troubleshooting, and introduction to 
available apps. These trainings helped the staff become more comfortable using 
them, and it also gave the teachers some ideas for their classrooms. 
    For example, 3rd grade teachers use an app called “ClassDojo” to reinforce student 
behavior throughout the school day. Teachers can award students with dojo points 
for positive behaviors such as following directions and staying on task. Teachers 
can also take away dojo points for behaviors such as talking in the hallways or 
being off task. Parents are able to monitor their child’s behavior through this app 
by tracking their dojo points.
   Along with the iPads comes a long list of apps the teachers can use. As a district, 
we use many Google apps: Docs, Slides, Sheets, and Classroom. There is a separate 
training on these apps because almost every student and teacher uses them. The 
training breaks each application down and shows the staff how they can be utilized. 
    Any time new technology is introduced in the district, the Tech Department strives 
to ensure that all teachers are provided with the proper training and knowledge to 
be able to incorporate it into their classroom settings. For example, this year each 
classroom was equipped with an Apple TV to be used along with the projectors. 
The Tech Department held training on the first day of school, so that every teacher 
knew how to use their Apple TV, troubleshoot it if a problem occurred, and add this 
technology into their lesson plans. 
    Teachers can use Apple TV to project apps like Kahoot, which creates a fun 
learning game (called a ‘kahoot’), made from a series of multiple choice questions. 
Students answer on their own devices, while games are displayed on a shared screen 
to unite the lesson. The app keeps score creating a game-show-like environment.
    Technology academies are a frequent and integral part of the Erie School District’s 
success. Advancements in technology are constant and as a district we must also 
evolve and keep up with these new changes.

Tech Academies & Professional Development

Cover Photo by: 8th Grade Student JoHannah Ruff

[Student Photography]

-Greg Pons, Technology Tech I
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Dates to Remember...
February 3   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES-1:50  MS-1:55  HS-2:00
February 8-12  Girls Basketball Regionals at Erie
February 11   Preschool Valentine’s Family Night
February 15   No School- President’s Day
February 17   Elementary Assembly- Matt Wilhelm
February 24   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES-1:50  MS-1:55  HS-2:00
March 3   NHS Academic Excellence Program
March 10   National Honor Society Induction
March 17   Freshman Orientation
March 17-18   Preschool Screenings
March 17 & 19  High School Play- 7:30 pm
March 19   3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
March 23   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES-1:50  MS-1:55  HS-2:00
March 25-April 4  No School- Spring Break
April 11-15   Elem. & HS PARCC Testing
April 13   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES-1:50  MS-1:55  HS-2:00
April 18-22   MS PARCC Testing
April 30    Prom
May 4    Senior Awards Night
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