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W elcome back to The Call. Since the last edition, there has been a lot of  activity concerning our current 
campus. After our humidity and air quality issues at both the Elementary and Middle School, there were 
a series of  Special Meetings by the Erie Board of  Education. The November meetings resulted in the 
Board tasking the administration with presenting a study on a two-building model of  our campus. In 

December, the Board discussed the campus study and approved their contract with BLDD, a prominent architectural 
firm for Illinois schools. BLDD has been designing schools for 80+ years and has recently done projects in Davenport 
and Geneseo. In early January, a resolution was approved to put a question on the April 4th ballot, asking the voters’ 
approval to borrow $13.84 million for a building consolidation project. 

  This position is the culmination of  years of  work, dating back to 2013 and before. In July of  2013, the Board of  
Education participated in a Retreat to discuss the mounting functionality issues** (See Page 11) of  having less than 700 
students spread out over four buildings and the fiscal implications of  aging buildings. Out of  these discussions, several short-term fixes were 
implemented, such as the bus lane at the Annex. Another result was an administrative study on reducing our campus to two buildings. In 
November of  2013, the Board passed a motion charging the Building and Grounds Committee to produce a recommendation on a campus 
building project; this work has included a study by BLDD in 2015 and the One Vision community meetings in 2016.  

  Even though the School is asking to borrow over $13M, that will not cover the total cost of  the campus project which is estimated at 
more than $24M. The reason that the School does not need to borrow the entire project cost is a combination of  fiscal responsibility and 
countywide sales tax revenue. Over time, we have been able to put millions of  dollars in the bank, which is now available for a large project. 
As for the sales tax, it has passed in all three of  our counties and provides annual revenue of  nearly $300K; this money can be bonded to 
help offset the cost of  a campus project.

   With December’s passage of  the bill to support Exelon, it appears to be a good time to have the conversation on consolidating and updating 
the campus. On the current tax base, the School could borrow $13.84M for 15 years at 4% interest with a Bond and Interest tax rate increase 
of  roughly 49 cents per $100 of  EAV. The Exelon nuclear plant has a license to operate until 2032, which is 15 years away. If  the community 
waits to borrow the money, then there is a chance of  doing a campus project without Exelon’s help. Currently, the nuclear plant is responsible 
for roughly 62 cents of  every property tax dollar that Erie Schools collects, with homeowners accounting for 17 cents and farmers at 9 cents. 
To put this in perspective, the same bond issue with no help from Exelon would increase the Bond and Interest tax rate by $1.29 per $100 
of  EAV. Moving forward with a campus consolidation now and a tax increase of  49 cents compared to doing it for more than twice the tax 
increase without Exelon as a partner; we can see the Board’s rationale for placing this issue on the ballot this April.

  The next few months will see informational flyers and community meetings. We will all have every opportunity to be informed, as we go to 
the polls. I urge each and every one of  you to please take the time to ask questions and have all the facts. If  you would like to discuss these 
facility issues or anything else, please call the Unit Office and ask for the Superintendent or email me at bcox@ecusd.info.

                               -K. Bradley Cox, Superintendent
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Why now, you ask?
students:building ratio

Riverdale   394:1
Fulton  241:1
PLT    209:1
Morrison  253:1
Erie    164:1

*** Higher student to building ratio allows for 
increased efficiency and lower operating costs. 

**See Page 11 for examples of  
functionality issues....

Bo
n

d
 a

n
d

 In
te

re
st

 T
a

x 
R

a
te

 
In

c
re

a
se

 p
e

r $
10

0 
EA

V

With Exelon     Without Exelon



When the weather starts to get cold, we work to kick up the activity and movement in the elementary! Over 
the past few months, we have had field trips, service projects, family reading night and plenty of  learning to 
keep our minds growing with knowledge and hearts learning to serve others.

  Teaching students to serve others is an important part of  our citizenship expectations in school. In November, our 
elementary participated in a district-wide Veterans Day musical program. Each class sang a song dedicated to those that served our country. 
In December, our students collected new children’s pajamas and books to be delivered to a local shelter for women and children. It was 
wonderful to see the students bringing in these gifts for other children in need. Our next service project will be the annual Jump Rope for 
Heart, organized by our PE teacher, Mr. Chris Lindsey. This project brings in thousands of  dollars on a yearly basis, while giving the students 
a fun afternoon of  jumping in the Annex gymnasium! We appreciate the community’s support in these activities for our youth!

  The classrooms have also been full of  energy and learning the last few months.  First grade headed to Geneseo  for pizza making at Happy 
Joe’s and bowling at Lee’s Lanes. To prepare for the trip, each first grade class discussed and wrote about the steps needed in order to make 
a pizza. They brainstormed adjectives that described pizza and also made a class popplet. Each student made their very own Little Joe pizza 
from start to finish. They had a fantastic day getting to experience pizza making at its best!  

  Second Grade hosted a Family Reading Night based on the Illinois State Family Reading Night theme of  “Read for the Win”. Second 
graders and their parents/guardians were invited to wear sports attire to participate in an evening full of  Language Arts centered activities. 
There were many opportunities to interact and read together throughout the evening. Activities included making a sports-themed Christmas 
ornament, playing a few holes of  putt-putt golf  and bowling in the gymnasium, and working on the sports-themed inference bags and sight-
word tennis in the hallway. Everyone had fun getting in the game and READING!!

  Our third and fourth grade classes have been working with two outside organizations to bring the outside world into the classroom. Junior 
Achievement is an organization that helps provide a local business-school partnership for students to learn about their community and business 
relationships, including entrepreneurship, financial literacy and work readiness. Three classrooms took part in these classes, through the 
instruction of  Sara Reed, Cory Dykstra and Ron Huisman. The second organization we have partnered with is Ag in the Classroom, through 
the Whiteside County Farm Bureau. Ag in the Classroom provides opportunities for students to learn about agriculture, including activities 

with soy beans, turkey hunting and most 
recently an activity on the parts of  Illinois! 
We appreciate their time and effort to help 
give our students these extra experiences 
inside the classroom.

  The elementary is always looking for ways 
to help partner our children’s education 
for success! Whether it be through service, 
field trips or parents and community 
involvement, we love these activities that 
bring real life into the classroom!
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Growing Young Minds, 
Molding Young Hearts

-Kali Livengood, Erie Elementary Principal
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Preschool Positives

There are always oodles of  activities going on at the Erie Elementary Preschool! Our goal is to encourage all children to become ready to learn. We 
want children to develop the social, emotional and pre-academic skills they need. Our preschool parent/program coordinator, Kathy Young, oversees 
activities, parent programs and registration. Being housed in the same building as our kindergarten, we find this program to be helpful in transitioning 

students into the elementary school setting. This high-quality program brings together qualified staff, a proven curriculum, and parent involvement to help 
prepare children for success in school. We have kept our parents and students involved over the past several months with activities including parent nights, 
field trips, and parent cafés.

  Parent workshops and family nights are a great way to keep families involved in the growth of  their preschoolers. Preschool staff members present many 
events throughout the school year. One of  the toughest jobs for working parents can be to put a good, healthy meal on the table for their families every night. 
With that in mind, Kathy Young presented “What’s for Dinner?” a hands-on, crock-pot cooking workshop where ten meals were put together. Parents had 
fun and each took a meal home to try out! Upon returning from the holiday break, parents/preschoolers enjoyed the “Let It Snow” Picasso night. Picasso 
night is as popular with preschoolers as it is with adults. Parents helped their preschooler paint a snowman picture and the children were all engaged. Like 
every Picasso night, you can see they are all just a little different, showing lots of  creativity! Amanda Abbott, our elementary school counselor, offered a 
workshop in January entitled “Parenting the Strong Willed Child”. Parents left with an abundance of  great tips and techniques for helping to raise their own 
strong willed child. In February, staff will host a “Paw-ty Patrol Valentine Date Night” for preschoolers and a date of  their choice. “Reading Takes Us Places” 
family day will take place in April, featuring activities focused on reading. Vehicles of  all types will invade the parking lot this day, allowing kids an up close 
and personal look. In May, preschoolers will honor their grandparents with a “Grandparents Thank You Tea Party.”

  Parent Café meets four times throughout the year and is a time where parents meet in a casual setting to discuss what’s happening in preschool. Parents 
are asked for input on what they see as positive vs. negative. They have a chance to provide any suggestions for improvements or address any concerns with 
the program. These parent cafés have been a valuable tool in keeping our program on top of  its game. The next Parent Café will take place sometime in 
February at the Erie Public Library. 

  Field trips are important in keeping our students engaged, providing a change of  scenery and exciting learning opportunities. Several outings take place 
throughout the year including apple picking, a trip to the Christmas Tree Farm, decorating at the banks in town, and many more. We wrapped up November 
with a field trip to Fun Jump in Sterling. The best field trips for preschoolers seem to be “active” field trips and this one was definitely was a crowd pleaser! 
Kids got a chance to explore the inflatables, stretch their legs, and burn some energy!

  We find preschool to be an important foundation for students, socially, academically and emotionally. We feel that these parent-involved activities provide 
opportunities for growth in relationships and knowledge.

Upcoming Screenings:  

March 16-17th: All children in the community who will 
be 3 by 9/1/17, and those children who are not yet 

kindergarten age eligible will be able to participate in 
screenings at the Erie Annex. Children are screened 
in the areas of concepts, language and motor skills. 
Nurses will be available for hearing/vision testing. For 

more information regarding screenings, please watch 
the district website and Take Me Home or contact Kathy 
Young, PreK Parent/Program Coordinator. Getting your 

child screened is one of the requirements to participate in 
the program this fall.
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Middle School Mash-Up 
-Keith Morgan, Erie Middle School Principal
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Erie Middle School is in full swing and our students are doing some fantastic things. They have great opportunities coming up 
this quarter and we can’t wait to see how it all turns out. The annual Erie Middle School Spelling Bee, Quiz Bowl team, 8th 
grade Underground Railroad, and Music Program are all gearing up.

  It is Spelling Bee time at EMS.  All students fifth 
through eighth grade were encouraged to participate 
in our school-wide bee on January 18. There were 22 
students who participated. The bee lasted 13 rounds with 
Hunter Woodworth (8th grade) finishing in 3rd place, 
Hayden Umstead (6th grade) in 2nd place, and Shea 
Winters (7th grade) in 1st place with the winning word 
of  javelin. Shea and Hayden will have the opportunity 
to compete in the ROE#47 Spelling Bee at Dixon High School on February 23rd. 
The winner of  this Spelling Bee will qualify for the Scripps National Spelling Bee! 
Congratulations to our superb spellers!

   In February, Quiz Bowl gets started. What is Quiz Bowl, you ask? Quiz Bowl 
is a competitive trivia game for 7th and 8th graders. It consists of  a team of  5 
students competing against another team of  5 students from an opposing school 
in our conference. Each meet has a moderator, timer and a buzzer system. The 
moderator reads a trivia question and students buzz in with what they think is the 
correct answer. Points are awarded accordingly for correct answers. Each meet is 
divided into 4 quarters of  20 questions each. During the month of  February, 7th 
and 8th grade participants practice during 9th hour. There are roughly 9 meets 
from February 28 through March 23. The schedule is similar to a sports schedule, 
playing each school once at home and once at the opponent’s school.  Meets 
generally last between 1.5 to 2 hours. Any questions can be directed to Coach 
Karen Urick at the MS. 

   Also, the women of  the music department have some exciting opportunities 
for students. Mrs. Newton and Mrs. Leihsing are gearing up for a new semester 
of  music at the MS. The 7th/8th Grade Band and Choir will be preparing for 
their annual Large and Small Group Contest that will be held in Morrison on 
Saturday, March 18. Just like at Christmas, the 6th Grade Band will be joining the 
7th/8th grade band to participate in the large group part of  contest this year. Sixth 
Grade Choir will be adding something new to their normal bi-weekly rehearsals 
this semester, too. Maori sticks are a part of  the Maori Polynesian culture that 
incorporates musical games. Children pass these sticks between two people, using 
various patterns to enhance their dexterity, rhythmic acuity, and alertness. EMS 
students will learn different rhythmic patterns, as well as making up their own 
patterns and choreographing them to a song.  The 5th Grade Band and Choir will 
continue building their musical foundation knowledge that will be displayed at the 
next MS concert, scheduled for Sunday, May 7, at 2:00 pm in the High School. 

   Additionally, during 3rd quarter, 8th grade students will learn about slavery and 
the Civil War in their history, English, and literature classes. At the end of  the unit, 
Mrs. Copeland and Mrs. Pons, with the help of  many staff volunteers, will create 
a mock Underground Railroad experience for students. They begin at one end 
of  the school, working their way from classroom to classroom, completing tasks 

designated by “conductors”. Students start on the plantation where they pick cotton or, if  lucky, work at the Great House cleaning. When the opportunity 
arises to escape, students will leave the plantation in small groups, moving from safe house to safe house, trying to avoid slave catchers while making their way 
north. Some tasks students are asked to complete include identifying the North Star, listen to a speech by African-American abolitionist and women’s rights 
activist, Sojourner Truth, and write their own song or hymn to sing as a group. The final obstacle is to cross the Ohio River. After taking the leap, students 
will be greeted by Northerners. It is a tiring journey, but they are always thrilled to have reached their destination. This experience really brings these events 
to life for students and helps them to understand just a little bit of  what slaves went through to reach their freedom! 

   There is always a lot happening in the halls of  our building. Students are 
prepped for another semester of  school, bringing a refreshing class schedule and 
lots of  new opportunities. So many extracurricular events are taking shape and 
present numerous opportunities for participation for the great students at EMS.



MS Student Council Keeps Busy Schedule
-Amy Achs, EMS Student Council Advisor
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It’s half  way through the school year and EMS student council has been busy.  In the spring the school voted for their officers:  
President–  Jaime Miner, Vice President– Kelsey Stichter, Secretary– Kara Schipper and Treasurer– Kaylee Stichter. 

We start out every school year with class representative elections. Six students from each grade are asked to represent their class by 
maintaining good grades, showing school spirit, and being a positive role model and leader.  Students who are interested in this tall task fill 
out a form, get signatures from fellow students and teachers who support them, and then are placed on a ballot for their class to vote. These 
elections are always unpredictable and many times only a handful or even just one vote can be the deciding factor.  Class representatives are: 

5th grade: Claire Reymer, Sarah Huizenga, Jillian Norman, Hannah Huisman, Sydney Collis, Piper Woodhurst, and Elle Noble.  
6th grade: Aylah Jones, Parker Holldorf, Noah Wiseley, Hannah Kirkpatrick, Bryce Jepson, Brianna Neumiller, and Hayden Umstead.   

7th grade: Jade Nickerson, Emma Davis, Mya Jones, Mason Misfeldt, Riley Packer, Isabelle VanOosten, and Jaden Johnson.  
8th grade: Brayton Snow, Logan Wheeler, Sara Gaskill, Logan Wunderlich, Baylee Anderson, Erik Daubman, and Carter Jepson.

  Students jump right into work, running concessions for girls’ volleyball and boys’ basketball. They sign up to lead the school in the Pledge of  
Allegiance each morning and make other announcements. The first big event hosted by student council is the Halloween Dance. Students are 
encouraged to show their creativity by wearing costumes. Contest winners this year were: Best Group: the Ghostbusters – Carter Jepson, Jaime 
Miner, Seth Copeland, Logan Wunderlich, Erik Daubman, and Bryce Rosenow; Funniest: Isaac Goodson as a 70s guy; Most Creative: Mallary 
Eggers as a roller skater girl; Best Duo: Emma Davis & Mya Jones as party animals; and Scariest: Devin Hicks as a zombie.  

  The month of  December was full of  activities and busy student council members, who give up study hall time to help with these events, 
starting with putting up the Christmas tree. We ran a coin drive to benefit the Erie Food Pantry. Classes competed for a pizza party and raised 
an amazing $869.37. Students felt very proud to participate in supporting the Erie community. Then we encouraged everyone to show their 
holiday spirit by participating in the Ugly Christmas Sweater day, which was a lot of  fun. We ended the month with the 2nd annual Lip Sync 
Battle. There were 77 brave students who participated in the event and it was an amazing show. Their hard work really paid off with students 
and teachers joining in, some laughing until they cried. Winners for the 5th & 6th grade were 1st Place - Chainzz: William Dersham, Deeken 
Bruner, Frank Munther, Hayden Sumner, Devyn Bruner, & Keegan DeBrackeleire. 2nd Place – The Daydreamers: Hannah Huisman, Jillian 
Norman, Clare Reymer, & Sydney Collis. For 7th & 8th grade: 1st Place – The Trainors: Nick Smith, Austin Cole, Austin Beaird, & Braxton 
Froeliger. 2nd Place – the Funky 5: Emma Davis, Kyiah Brookhart, Jaden Johnson, Mya Jones, and Shea Winters. 

  The officers and class representatives have a lot planned for the second semester as well, so stay on the look-out! 



The Call | Winter 2017 Pg 8

This year, the class of  2019 will take part in Erie’s first ever SAT examination. The 
SAT, originally known as the Scholastic Aptitude Test, is a college entrance exam that 
has now replaced the historical ACT. The State of  Illinois has administered the ACT 

(American College Testing Exam) for decades and has been widely known as an ACT state. 
However, in December of  2015, the Illinois Board of  Education announced the move to the 
newly redesigned SAT. The test will offer new, fresh perspective on the academic progress 
and potential of  EHS students. When your child studies to take the ACT, PSAT, or SAT, 
the payoff can be thousands — or tens of  thousands — of  scholarship dollars and greater 
opportunities to attend the school of  his or her choice. Effective test prep can make the difference between a 
good score and a great score. That is why our high school staff is working diligently to ensure our students are as 
prepared as ever. The high school staff has set a building-wide initiative to become extensively acquainted with 
the design, style, and concepts prompted by the SAT.  

   In January, we began offering SAT academies taught by EHS teachers. These academies offer a unique 
insight into the style and concepts that the SAT test will present to our students.  Each session will focus on a 
new curricular area that is tested by the SAT. Topics include General Strategies, Reading Focus, Math Focus, 
Writing/Language Focus, Essay Focus, and Last Minute Tips.  These academies are offered during 8th hour at 
EHS.

   To aid in test prep, all juniors have been registered for an SAT account, which allows them access to the 
extensive test prep questions, as well as an enhanced KHAN academy that is specifically aligned to the SAT test.  
In February, juniors will also take part in a ZAPS conference, administered by an SAT expert, offering them 
specific testing strategies to enhance their knowledge of  the test.  

   March brings about the first practice test for juniors, administered by EHS staff. This practice test will give 
juniors their first actual look at what the SAT will resemble.  Spring break will mark the end of  test prep and on 
April 5, 2017, students will take the new SAT test administered by the state.  The SAT is very comparable to 

the ACT, which has historically been a huge success for EHS. We expect 
to continue leading the area in test results once again this year and to 
embrace the coming changes.    

A New Era of Testing 
Comes to EHS: 
A Look at the New SAT

-Tim McConnell, EHS Principal



NHS Continues to Grow
-Barb Proeger, NHS Advisor
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Congratulations to the 2017-18 National Honor Society 
Inductees:  Sera Bebon, Noah Friedrichsen, Darien 

Achs, Travis Coleman, Alissa Decker, Abigail Eads, Gabe 
Friedrichsen, Melanie Gustaf,  Josh Hammer, Calvin 

Naftzger, Peyton Ruff, Jenna Saad, Kelly Schipper, Clare 
Stone, Payten Sullivan, and Bailey Youngberg.

National Honor Society at Erie High School has been in existence for 35 years. We belong to the National Charter of  Honor 
Societies established under the Secondary School Principals Organization in 1921, who felt that more recognition and 
encouragement should be given to academic achievement and to develop other characteristics for a well rounded individual.

  Members of  NHS are initially selected for the application process by establishing a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of  3.25 
or higher. These individuals proceed through an application process documenting their service and leadership within the school and 
community, paid or volunteer work experience, and a written essay on how each applicant feels they can contribute to NHS. Once the 
applications have been received, the present faculty council convenes to discuss the merit of  each individual based upon their packet 
and observations in and out of  the classroom. Finally, a vote is taken on each potential inductee based upon the discussion and a letter 
of  invitation to join the organization is issued. 

  At the annual NHS Induction ceremony in November, sixteen new members were inducted into the 
chapter, bringing the total number of  lifetime members to 549. As a part of  the ceremony, the pillars 
of  NHS (Character, Scholarship, Service, and Leadership) were presented in speeches. Mr. McConnell, 
EHS Principal, spoke on Dedication, while Mrs. Proeger, NHS Advisor, spoke on Responsibility and 
Time Management. The inductees then proceeded to give a one minute speech on a characteristic trait 
such as responsibility, discipline, compassion, and perseverance. To conclude the ceremony, the entire 
membership participated in a candle lighting ceremony in which each recited the National Honor 
Society Pledge. The evening itself  concluded with a reception of  new members for all inductees, their 
families and current members to enjoy.

  National Honor Society takes part in and hosts many activities throughout the school year. Fall 
activities included sponsoring the American Red Cross Blood Drive which collected 24 pints of  blood. 
There was a community scavenger hunt in October for the local food pantry, which provided some 
much needed canned and packaged food items and money. November found NHS collecting a variety 
of  coats, sweatshirts, socks, hats, mittens, and gloves to be donated to local homeless shelters. Over 
490 items were collected to help keep the homeless warm during the day when they have to leave 
their overnight shelters. We also have a group of  members dedicated to making door decorations and 
providing cheer to the residents of  the Good Samaritan Nursing Home and Winning Wheels in Prophetstown. On April 7th, NHS is 
reviving Cardinal Capers, a variety show featuring high school talent. This event will be open to the public and will be held on the 
Annex stage. These are just a few of  the many things that NHS has had a hand in this year. 

  Being a member of  the National Honor Society is truly an honor. Members are selected based on their demonstration of  character, 
leadership, and service in the school and community. Each year our charter continues to grow at EHS, creating a strong, and proud 
tradition.
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1st Team All Conference: 
FB -Garrett Passmore, LB
2nd Team All Conference:
FB - Kody Wetzell, RB/DB

VB- Taylor Steimle
Honorable Mention: 
FB - Ryne Jaquet, C 

All Conference  
Selections 
(Football + VB) 300

wins!
Congratulations to Coach Tod 
McCullough on adding a new 
accomplishment to his already 
outstanding coaching career.
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Campus Functionality Issues

Preschool/Kindergarten Separated from Elementary
Students travel back and forth for recess, lunch, and library 
time, regardless of  weather, sometimes in full winter gear 

carrying their lunchboxes. Students are separated from nursing, 
special ed and office staff.

Pick-up and Drop-off
Lack of  proper space creates congested pickup and dropoff 
at the Elementary. Layout of  bus loading zones and parent 
parking makes dispersement of  students to parents difficult 

at the end of  the day.

Student mobility between High School and Annex
Students travel back and forth for Cross-age, weight room/gym 

usage, Art, and Industrial Arts classes, regardless of  weather, 
full backpacks in tow.

Insufficient/Outdated Gymnasium Space at ES  
Elementary gymnasium is undersized for adequate physical 
education classes. Heating and A/C in this portion of  the 

building is severely outdated.

HS/MS Science Concerns
Inadequate science classroom space means students in 

non-lab classrooms, forcing use of  commons and regular 
classrooms. There is also a lack of  sufficient STEM 

classroom space at the HS and MS.

Office Placement/Layout Issues
Placement and layout of  offices, especially at the MS, 
creates concerns for visibility and student safety. Office 

staff has little to no visibility of  hallway or main entrance.



Dates to Remember...
 2/4    Hall of  Fame Induction 
 2/8   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 2/10   Jump Rope for Heart 
 2/19   No School - Presidents’ Day 
 3/1   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS  2:00 
 3/7   HS Band & Choir Recital 7:00 pm 
 3/9   Academic Excellence Dinner 
 3/16   Freshman Orientation 
 3/16-17  Preschool Screenings 
 3/17   No AM/PM Preschool 
 3/22   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 3/23-24  HS Musical - Snoopy 
 3/27-31  No School - Spring Break 
 4/4   Consolidated Election Day 
 4/5   EHS SAT Testing 
 4/7   HS Cardinal Capers  
 4/10-14  MS/ES PARCC Testing 
 4/14-17  No School - Easter Break 
 4/19   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 4/24   No School - Teacher’s Inservice 
 4/25   Tri County Music Festival 
 4/29   Prom
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