
THE CALL
An Erie Community Unit School District #1 Publication

  Volume 1 • Summer 2016 Edition
Photography byAlex Cox

www.ecusd.info



The Call           Summer 2016   www.ecusd.info

H ello, again. Welcome back to the Call. 
This edition, I want to spend some 
time on two issues that have been in 

the news recently and are threatening the 
District’s revenue streams. Currently, Erie 
CUSD #1 enjoys the luxury of two types of 
revenues that other schools do not: CPPRT 
state corporate income tax and the high 
property value of a nuclear power plant; Erie 
gets about one-third of its total revenue from 
each of these sources.
   Let’s start with CPPRT. Erie is one of 22 school districts in 
the State that receives more than 15% of its total revenue from 
CPPRT. In the spring, the Department of Revenue (they oversee 
the collection and distribution of this money) announced that 
future payments would be reduced. Obviously, this is of great 
concern to our financial future. In the meantime, our own 
Senator Neil Anderson got to work to keep Springfield from 
raiding these funds. He was very instrumental in formulating 
and passing the bill that should protect this revenue stream for 
us.
   With regards to Exelon, the future is less certain. If you have 
been following the news, you know that Exelon has been trying 
to get legislation passed that will reward them for their nuclear 
power plants having zero carbon emissions. This is particularly 
important for Illinois, as the Federal EPA is looking to enforce guidelines in a few years that will regulate a state’s 
carbon output. Exelon has been on record for a year that if this legislation is not passed, then the Quad Cities and 
Clinton (Illinois) plants could be closed. Well, there has been no legislation passed, and true to their word, Exelon 
has filed with the NRC to begin the closure of those two plants. It appears that this issue is also in the hands of our 
legislators. I urge you to be diligent in contacting the aforementioned Senator Anderson and Representative Smiddy, 
letting them know your support of the Low Carbon Portfolio Standard. As a taxpayer in Erie, it is not in your best 
interest for the Quad Cities plant to close. As a citizen of Illinois, it is not in anyone’s best interest to see how high 
electricity rates will go when the Federal EPA starts limiting Illinois’ carbon output, if there are nuclear power plants 
sitting idle.
   If you would like to discuss these complex legislative issues or anything else, please call the Unit Office and ask for 
the Superintendent or email me at bcox@erie1.info.

-K. Bradley Cox, Superintendent
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ECUSD DASHBOARD

(End of year in millions of dollars)

FY’12  $9.414M

FY’13  $9.808M

FY’14  $11.379M

FY’15  $10.818M

FY’16  $12.419M

TOTAL FUND BALANCES



Throughout our school year, we emphasize the importance of being part of the team.  So to celebrate 
the end of the 2015-2016 school year, our elementary teachers decided to bring back the much adored 
tradition of Field Day.  Our Field Day was held May 19th, with much planning on the part of the 

teachers and much support on the part of our parents and community.
   Each student was placed on a team with other students of various grade levels.  The students had time to 
plan with their team leaders to come up with a team name, mascot and flag.  Students loved the opportunity 
to work with new friends, younger and older, while having a chance to be competitive and show their strengths in each of the 
field day activities.
   On Field Day, our students entered the football field in a grand “parade of athletes”, walking in with their teammates and 
adorning their team colors.  The students participated in activities that included a softball toss, three-legged race, hula hoop 
contest, obstacle course, 100 yard dash, and long jump, among other awesome events.  It was exciting for the teachers, parents 
and spectators to see the students excited for themselves and more importantly, excited for their teammates.
   As we look forward to the next upcoming school year, we will continue to focus on our team at the elementary.  Each of us plays 
an important role in the education of our children, from the teacher to the parent to every adult that works with each child.  We 
hope that our teamwork style will bring comfort and confidence to our families in knowing that we are always striving for the 
best for our students.
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Teamwork is the Key!

A new school year is always exciting for the changes and new beginnings it presents.  This year, our staff is happy to 
welcome two new members to our team.  Both have direct Erie connections and have a wealth of educational experience 
to bring to our elementary.

   Our first new teacher will be helping us create a third section of Kindergarten this year.  Mrs. Valerie Vincent will join our 
Kindergarten team to bring smaller class sizes in our early elementary program.  Mrs. Vincent joins us from the middle school 
RtI program, where her expertise in reading strategies will be invaluable to our kindergarten students.  
   Our second new teacher will be taking his father’s position in our 4th grade.  Mr. Andrew Tenboer will join our team from 
Morrison’s Southside Elementary School.  Mr. Tenboer brings an extensive knowledge to the classroom and loves to use 
technology and projects to teach his students topics from the curriculum.  He is a creative teacher who also enjoys being part of 
a grade level team, working together to make his classroom and the school as great as it can be. 
   As summer winds down, all of the staff members are anxious to get back into the swing of things and show students all of the 
new and exciting things at the elementary. 

-Kali Livengood, Erie Elementary Principal

 Unpack 
Your Backpack night 
at Erie Elementary 

August 10th  5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

to Our StaffWELCOME
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T
his summer Erie students had the opportunity to attend summer enrichment 
camps put on by the teachers and staff around the district. Students of 
all ages participated in a wide variety of experiences from Farm Camp 

to Paddle boarding on the Mississippi.  Erie Middle School students went to 
Galena, IL and Chicago among other destinations.  
   For their trip to Chicago, MS students boarded the bus at 6AM and headed 
first for the Shedd Aquarium. They explored the many exhibits and watched 
the dolphins and Beluga whales in the Aquatic Show. Students were even able 
to touch stingrays with various degrees of trepidation and squeals as they 
zoomed by under their hands.  For the next stop, students were off to The 
Museum of Science and Industry for lunch, then enjoyed a full afternoon of 
exploring weather, the human body, airplanes, trains, the hall of mirrors and 
an Omnimax presentation where they flew over the nation’s National Parks.  
The last experience for the kids was a chance to taste a true Chicago legend, the 
authentic Chicago dog!  This was a jam-packed fun day 
for the middle schoolers who attended.
   Another experience offered to students was an art 
camp for 3rd – 8th graders.  Students learned about 
many modern artists such as Jackson Pollock, Alexander 
Calder, Andy Warhol and Georges Seurat.  Then students 
used them as their inspiration to create Pollock splatter 
paintings, Calder style mobiles, Warhol style prints, and 
Seurat inspired dot paintings.  Students also used over a 
thousand pipe cleaners in very inventive ways to make 
their own creations. Kids painted, twisted, cut, glued, 
wired, and crafted all while enjoying time with friends.

Closing Out the Year
-Keith Morgan, Erie Middle School Principal

Summer Enrichment Experiences
-Amy Achs,  EMS Teacher

Upcoming Events 
Backpack Night-Open House  

August 10  6-7:30 pm
6:00 Mandatory 5th Gr Meeting
7:00 6-8th Gr Athletic Meeting

End of year is a busy time for students and staff. So many 
events get crammed into the last weeks of school that 
it seems to just fly by. This past school year was no 

different.
   Fifth through seventh grade students were awarded for a 
spectacular year with a field trip on the final day of school. 
Students started off the day with an awards ceremony and 

were presented with numerous awards from the staff and administration. 
They were then bussed to QC Entertainment Center where they were able to 
go bowling with all of their friends and indulge in a pizza party luncheon. Keep 
up the great work
   On May 17th, eighth grade students capped off their MS careers as they 
participated in a promotion ceremony. 46 students will move on to the next 
chapter of their lives as HS Freshmen. During the ceremony, Mr. James 
Melton, of Denton Schreiner Post # 582, presented two eighth grade students 
with the prestigious American Legion School Award. These awards were 
chosen by fellow students, each voting for a student in their class. Students 
Brett VanDeWostine and Katie Collins were chosen and received this award. 
Good luck to all of the outgoing Eighth graders as they move on.



On May 15, 2016 EHS celebrated its 121st graduation ceremony.  
On that day faculty, family, and community members watched 
64 seniors take their final steps as EHS students.  The day was 

highlighted by an amazing song by senior choir members and senior soloist 
Christian Stock.  
   The senior class was then honored for an amazing career at EHS in athletics, 
fine arts, and especially academics.  The class of 2016 ended their career with 
34 students receiving honor recognition, earning a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  
This class graduated with a combined 174 college credits and scholarships to 
universities, trade schools, and local money totaling over $400,000.   
   They are a very proud and strong group that has made their mark on 
EHS and are now very well equipped to become 
successful in whatever they choose to pursue.  
The quote of the day came from Mark Twain, 
encouraging that “the two most important days in 
a person’s life are the day you are born and the day 
you figure out why.”   It will be a great pleasure to 
watch all of these amazing seniors figure out the 
“WHY” in their lives as they grow into wonderful 
productive American citizens.  

With the first day of school approaching quickly, it is time to start looking ahead towards the next 
chapter, the 2016-2017 school year. One of the most exciting things about beginning a new year is 
the thought of “starting fresh.”  Each and every student that walks through the front doors of EHS 

on August 11 will be given a clean slate. Every day will be a new opportunity. An entire group of incoming 
Freshmen will begin their high school careers on that day, with bright futures ahead. Returning students 
will walk in to so many new and exciting opportunities to explore that will add to the foundations they have 
laid in previous years. 
   Fall sports and extracurricular activities will resume soon, giving students the chance to make their mark on our community. 
Will they choose to represent our school as a student-athlete, competing as a Cardinal or Panther? Will they join the yearbook 
staff, helping to document all of the great memories that are made over the next year? Or maybe it will be as a member of the 
student council, helping make decisions that affect our school and student body? 
   Whatever the decision may be, EHS staff supports all of its students and encourages them to get involved. It is through these 
experiences that our students will learn to be active and responsible citizens, taking on responsibilities that are bigger than 
themselves and creating an endless amount of future opportunities. 

A Fresh Start
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The Final Chapter

-Tim McConnell, Erie High School Principal

Unpack Your Future
All Registered Incoming Freshmen

Wednesday, August 10
EHS 6-7 pm
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Spring Accomplishments
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SPORTS PHYSICALS
August 3 from 5:30-7:00 pm 
 HS Commons

PRACTICE STARTS
HS Football- August 8
MS Football-  August  15

HS Volleyball- August 10
MS Volleyball-  August 8

Boys & Girls Golf- August 10

HS Cross Country- August 10

MEET THE CARDS 
Open practice August 18 from 
 3:30-5:30 pm

MEET THE PANTHERS
August 19 at 6:00 pm in 
 Prophetstown

6-8th ATHLETICS MTG
August 10 at 7:00 pm- MS Gym

State 
Medalists

High School IHSA Boys Track
• HS Boys Track Team- 8th place
• Dylan Binion, Sr.- 2nd place in 110 

Hurdles and 6th place in Long Jump
• Tyler Naftzger, Sr.- 2nd place in Pole 

Vault 
• Kyle Kruthoff, Fr.- 8th place in Pole 

Vault 
• Jack Heflin, Sr.- 7th place in Shot Put 
Middle School IESA Track
• Levi Cole, 8 Gr- IESA High Jump State 

Champion
• Carson Wiebenga, 8 Gr- 3rd place in Pole 

Vault
• 8th Gr Boys 4x200 M Relay team 

(Carson Wiebenga, Jay Dykstra, Levi 
Cole, and Tyler Holldorf)- 5th place

More Class of 2016 
College Athletes...
Delaney Tegeler – Central College 

Bransen Rosenow – Carl Sandburg College
Brandon Howell – Iowa Wesleyan 

University
Alicia Stout – Blackhawk Community 

College
Kylie Ackerman – Heartland Community 

College
Levi Floming – Iowa Central Community 

College
Grady Todd – University of Wisconsin-

Platteville
Dylan Binion – Wartburg College
Stephanie Thulen – Illinois State 

University
Vincent Bramm - Blackhawk Community 

College
Noah Eads- Loras College

Phillip Coers- Loras College
Jared Forward- Central College
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The Passing of the Torch

Cover Photo by: Erie Freshman Adam Cox

[Student Photography]

f
Like all the info The Call 
has to offer? Follow our 
school on Facebook for 
more frequent updates 
on happenings around 

the district!

Upcoming Meetings:
August 22

September 26
October 24

*All meetings begin at 6:30 pm 
in the MS Board Room

President- Chad Miner
V. President- Jason Norman
Secretary- David Bomleny
Member- Tammy Tegeler
Member- Charles W. Brown, Jr.
Member- Mark Wiseley
Member- Joe Weaver

ERIEBoard of Education

Retiring Staff 
L to R: Gerry Krueder, Kelvin 
Tenboer, Kindyl Weber, and 

Bruce Mix. (Not pictured: Vern 
VanHuizen)

New Staff Members:
Mrs. Valerie Vincent- Kindergarten Teacher

Mr. Andrew Tenboer- 4th Grade Teacher
Mr. Matt McCormick- MS RtI and HS Asst. Football
Mrs. Lisa Wiebenga- MS Administrative Assistant

Mrs. Lisa Bramm- HS Paraprofessional
Mrs. Linda Floming- HS Night Sweeper

Mr. Seth Ryan- Annex Custodian
Mrs. Kara Mortensen- HS Varsity Volleyball Coach
Ms. Brittney Berger- HS Fr/Soph Volleyball Coach
Mrs. Angie Howell- HS Freshman Volleyball Coach

Mr. Brian Buri- 7/8 Asst. Football Coach
Mr. Todd McCullough- 5/6 Asst. Football Coach

Mrs. Susie Schaechter- HS Musical Advisor

A Fresh New Look
   Over the summer months, the Erie School 
District website received a bit of a “facelift”. The 
previous website design was not conducive to 
the tasks needed and was often referred to as 
outdated. 
   A new platform was chosen that would allow 
for a more user-friendly design. The updated 
site allows our page to be much more visual, 
including photos, slideshows, and more. If you 
haven’t already, take  a few minutes to peruse the 
new page at  

www.ecusd.info



Dates to Remember...
8/3  New Student Registration
  Sports Physicals- HS Commons
8/10   Teacher Inservice
  Unpack your Backpack, Unpack your Future, MS Open House- All 5:30-7:00 pm
8/11  First Day of Attendance (K-12) Early Dismissal ES-1:50  MS-1:55  HS-2:00
8/12  Early Dismissal  ES-1:50  MS-1:55  HS-2:00
8/15  Mandatory PreK Parent Meeting
8/16  PreK Open House
8/17  First Day of Attendance- PreK
8/19  Meet the Panthers- Prophetstown
8/22  Board of Education Meeting
8/31  SIP Day- Early Dismissal  ES-1:50  MS-1:55  HS-2:00
9/5   Labor Day- NO SCHOOL
10/6-10/7 P/T Conferences
10/7  NO SCHOOL
10/10  Columbus Day- NO SCHOOL
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