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H
ello, again. Welcome back to The Call. In this edition, I want to spend some more 
time on an issue that remains at the forefront of our conversations: Our campus. For 
more than a year, there have been high-level discussions about aging buildings, worn-
out mechanicals, and poor functionality for students and staff. (The other day, the 
Kindergarten children walked over for lunch and got caught across the street during a 

long downpour. For more than an hour, we had to find a place to keep them busy until it stopped 
raining; that’s poor functionality.) 

    I really appreciate all of the hard work that everyone put in on the One Vision presentations 
in the spring, and the discussions/feedback from the community. One common theme that we 
heard in the responses from those who participated in the meetings was that there are better (more efficient/more 
effective) campus configurations than what we currently have - four buildings for 657 kids. We are currently in a bit 
of a holding pattern on the One Vision meetings, however, this work and these discussions will continue in the near 
future, since all of our issues remain. 

    There is a significant deadline on the immediate horizon; we will know in the next few months if Exelon will remain 
open. As you know, a closure of the plant would mean hardship for some of our families, a potential loss of students, 
and a reduction in local property tax revenue.  However, what does or does not happen with Exelon does not change 
the fact that we have functional and structural problems on our campus. In an interesting way, the decision on 
Exelon will actually provide some direction for our future actions.

    I also want to take a minute and thank our parents for being so engaged in the education of their children. We 
recently had our Parent-Teacher conferences, and the turnout was wonderful. I encourage parents to stay involved 
and keep communicating with teachers and coaches. When children know that those at school and home are on the 
same page, they tend to rise to meet our expectations. I also want to encourage relatives and community members 
to be visible at school functions. It takes a village to raise a child, now more than ever.

    If you would like to discuss these facility issues or anything else, please call the Unit Office and ask for the 
Superintendent or email me at bcox@erie1.info.

       -K. Bradley Cox, Superintendent
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Starting a year at an elementary school takes enthusiasm, commitment and passion from 
everyone involved. Our school year at Erie Elementary has been booming with excitement 
and there are many events that have made this possible! First of all, I want to highlight the 
impressive parent and family participation shown in the first quarter. 

   Our school year kicked off with “Unpack your Backpack” night on August 11th, with a tremendous 
turnout from our families. This is a time for students to bring in their supplies, meet their teachers 
and see their classrooms. At the beginning of October, we also hosted our 
Parent-Teacher Conferences with 96 percent attendance! We understand the 
exceptionally busy lives our families lead and know it is a commitment of 
time and energy to make these meetings happen. Being the week before the 
end of the quarter, conferences are a good time to touch base on what is 
working for students and what needs to be improved moving forward. We 
are very excited to be a district founded in family values, and that our parents 
understand a solid educational experience is an important part of raising our 
children.
   Our classrooms have been bubbling with learning and creativity as well. 
In relation to the upcoming election, Miss Vegter’s class hosted an election 
that included candidate speeches, voter registration cards and private 
polling boxes. The vote was important in deciding the favorite candy bar 
of 3rd grade! Miss Jackson’s class was able to take their first field trip to 
the local farm exhibit. This was a phenomenal experience to showcase our 
area’s agricultural history with hands on exhibits for our students! The week 
of October 11th through the 14th brought our local fire department into the 
elementary for fire safety lessons, including a fire drill. 
Our kindergarten classes were also able to walk to the fire 
department for a special tour! While these fun activities 
are highlights of the quarter, the day to day academic and 
social learning in our students is what makes us the most 
proud. 
   As we move forward through the school year, we continue 
to encourage our students and families to enjoy their time 
at school, be involved with all they can and keep the team 
spirit alive through their hard work and attitude!
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Ready, Set, Let’s Roll!
-Kali Livengood, Erie Elementary Principal
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A t Erie Elementary, we do our very best to encourage positive behavior on a daily basis. 
As we evaluated our Positive Behavior Intervention Program (PBIS), we decided that we 
would embrace the school wide theme of “TEAM”. In doing this, we have adjusted some 
current practices, but we have also added some new and additional ideas.

   At the start of the year, every class discussed what makes a good teammate and how we can show 
and use teamwork everyday at school. In promoting teamwork, we give students the opportunity 

to earn TEAM Bucks. When a student earns a TEAM 
Buck, they put it into their classroom bucket. Every 
Friday, the TEAM Bucks are counted and tallied, and 
together, classrooms of students have the opportunity to 
earn a positive incentive. For every 100 TEAM Bucks earned, the classroom 
earns a positive incentive reward. This incentive ranges from erasers and 
pencils, to morning message helpers and eventually an extra recess. While 
encouraging individual positive choices, we are also encouraging teamwork. 
We explain to the students that it would take a very long time for one student 
to earn 100 TEAM Bucks, but when they work together to all make good 
choices, then they earn their incentives in a much more timely manner.
   Our building also embraces a Focus of the Month. This focus drives our 
morning message each day, as well as some of our character development. 
Every month, we bring our students attention to a new and important 
theme. In August, students learned about courage 
and how a good teammate shows courage. In 
September, our focus was on work ethic. Every 
class discussed what work ethic means, but more 

importantly, how to show good work ethic. This month, our focus is on respect. We spend 
a great amount of time talking about how good teammates show respect to one another, 
to the building, and to adults. Always keeping in mind our past lessons, we learn a new 
character development theme each month.
- O c t o b e r : R e s p e c t 
-November: Responsibility 
-December: Caring 
-January: Trust and Honesty 
-February: Acceptance and Friendship 
-March: Confidence 
-April: Citizenship 

-May: Cooperation 
   As we are proud of all of our students, we utilize the focus of the month to chose an MVP of 
the month from each class. The MVP is a student, who has gone above and beyond, showing 
their understanding and application of the theme. The MVP has their picture taken for the 
MVP board, as well as a write-up from the classroom teacher. Each MVP student receives 
a “Super Student” sticker to be worn that day as well as a pencil and certificate. At the end 
of the day, we want our students to leave knowing that we focus on the positive, we value 
and pride ourselves on teamwork, and we consistently strive to live by our mission, “Where 
Children Come First.”
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October: Respect 
November: Responsibility 
December: Caring 
January: Trust and Honesty

-Amanda Abbott, Erie Elementary Counselor

February: Acceptance and Friendship 
March: Confidence 
April: Citizenship 
May: Cooperation
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Shining a Light on EMS 
-Keith Morgan, Erie Middle School Principal

As the 1st quarter draws to an end, Erie Middle School has seen, done, and accomplished a 
lot! First off, we gained some new faces in the halls of EMS. Mr. Matt McCormick is our 
new RTI teacher. Formally a Riverdale graduate, we are glad to have his experience and 
talent. Matt student taught in our building and has spent the last few years in Dunlap, 

before returning to be a part of our staff. Additionally, Mrs. Thelma Roloff has moved from a 
Paraprofessional for the district to our full-time librarian, since Mr. Gerry Krueder’s retirement. 
We are glad to have her in our building full-time now. Finally, Ms. Lindsay Schryver is a new 

Paraprofessional in the afternoon, after she finishes with her morning Preschool class.  
   Not only do we have new faces, but our students have had a great start to the year. The MS football program 
had a good season across the board, and some big numbers in 5-8th grade participation. They showed growth and 
improvement every week, continuing to strengthen our co-op program. The 7th and 8th grade volleyball teams had 
great seasons as well. The 7th graders ended up second in conference, and the 8th grade ladies ended their season 
strong. Currently, boys basketball season is getting underway. The potential for our future athletics is looking bright. 
   For the first time ever, EMS students have been given the opportunity to put on a play. The students worked very 
hard on this production, called We Open Tomorrow Night. Mr. Seth Ryan led the students to dramatic success. 
Thanks to all who came out and supported our thespians in their red curtain debuts.
   With enrollment up to 186 in the MS, this is a big year for us. Parent-Teacher Conferences were hosted towards 
the end of our first quarter and a third of our parents attended. Additionally, every student going through our school 
is learning about some important life lessons in guidance. They are exploring topics like group problem solving and 
empathy. These are necessary and relevant topics for middle schoolers that will serve them well all throughout their 
lives.
   Academically, we continue to challenge our kids in the classroom. We are currently running a reading program 
called Bookopoly, which encourages kids to read different genres and participate in challenges for rewards. Some 
different tasks are to read a book a teacher recommends, a book that their parent read as a kid, or even a book in a 
series. You should ask your middle schooler about their Bookopoly progress. 
   Finally, we are happy to be able to offer our students some great field trip experiences. Our 5th graders went on 

the annual pond trip to Rock Creek 
Marina in Camanche. The day was 
full of activities like collecting pond 
specimens to study, an ecology 
cruise on the Blue Heron pontoon, 
and a tour of the on-site ecology 
museum. It is a trip that 5th graders 
greatly enjoy and look forward to 
every year. The 7th graders attended 
The Farm Show in Joslin, where 
they learned about the history of 
farming in our area. They also travel 
to MIT for a fun day of coding to 
learn what opportunities those skills 
can offer them in the future. Finally, 
the 8th graders trekked to Springfield 
for their annual trip to learn about 
Illinois’ history and political system. 
It was a long day, but one that was 
worth it for the experience and 
memories made. 
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The Drone:
   The drone I used to take the pictures is called the Phantom 3 Standard. It has a battery life of 20-25 
minutes and takes about 1.5 - 2 hours to fully charge.  My drone costs around $600; this includes all the 
accessories: the blade guards, the hard shell backpack, and a gimbal to the keep the camera steady while 
flying. Without all the accessories, the drone will cost around $400. The drone also has a 2.7k camera, 
which is really good for taking cool pictures. To take the pictures, I brought my drone into school, and 
during lab class, I took it outside and started flying it. Most of the pictures were taken from about 80 meters 
high. The drones are also very easy to fly, so I let some of my classmates try, and they did just fine. This 
drone is similar to the ones used by all EMS students in Mr. Unruh’s Lab Class. 

Lab Class:
   Lab Class is my favorite class of the day because it involves code, drones, sphero, 3D printing, and other 
cool things. Coding is when you use the website Khan Academy to make cool animations. It isn’t that hard, 
and it is really fun. The drones are my favorite part, and if you don’t have one, there are two drones that 
you can use provided from the teacher. They are the Phantom 3 Standards. If you do have your own drone, 
you are usually able to bring it. Sphero is when you get to control a little glowing ball. On your iPad, you can 
create code on the app to make the ball move on it’s own. There is also a Sphero called Ollie, and it is really 
fast. It has ramps you can take it off of and there are other cool tricks it can do. 3D printing is also a really 
neat thing we do. You download an app on your iPad and pick a design to print. Then the printer will start 
making the design. Once it is done, you get to keep the design you picked.

The Phantom 3 Standard
-Cameron Stout, EMS 8th Grader
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T
he 2016 school year is moving rapidly, as we close the book on the first quarter of 
the year.  This movement has brought in new and exciting changes. The fall of 2016 
was ushered in with a complete make over and redesign of the great space known 
as the Media Center. Students were welcomed back with the first phase of the 

project completed.  All books were relocated to one side of the media center, centralizing 
information for students. The movement of the books brought about a cozy library area 
for students and staff to utilize efficiently.  
   However, the BIG question was, what would 
happen with the remaining area of the Media 
Center? Many questions and theories were 
going around as the students and staff awaited 
the arrival of the second phase. With a lot of 
help from staff and students, we delivered the 
43 boxes that held the answers. 
   Creating a library space that students want 
to visit means understanding the different 
ways students actively engage in learning, both 
individually and socially. Contemporary seating 
clusters bring sophistication and comfort for 
individuals or groups, while IT is integrated at 
each of the new modern bistro-style stations. We 
now have 21st Century update that will foster 
many great opportunities for staff and students 
to enjoy the comfort of the Media Center. It is 
our hope that the students will enjoy this new 
space as they grab a book and relax in one of 
the comfortable new lounge chairs to read, or take a seat at one of the new, wired high-top tables, charging 
their iPad as they collaborate on a project. These new and welcome changes have transformed the Media 
center into a friendly and comfortable environment for students to engage in learning. 
   It’s crucial to be aware and recognize where changes can be made to improve students’ learning experiences. 
Overall, this project was about one thing, the students! Thanks to all the staff and students who aided in 
making a change that will benefit our students for years to come. 

Divine Design - A Refreshing Update
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-Tim McConnell, EHS Principal
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Students in schools 
with strong library 
media programs 
learn more and 
score higher on 

standardized tests 
than do their peers 
in schools with less 
adequate library 

facilities.  

(“Dick and Jane Go to the Head of the 
Class”, a study by the School Library Journal, 

2000)



Over the years, the one thing that we constantly hear at EHS is the worry that comes with 
being a freshman. Students are uneasy about the transition from the middle school to 
the high school. They have finally worked themselves into a routine after four years in a 

place that is familiar and safe. These freshmen now find themselves unsure about their building, 
teachers, classrooms, and other students. Throughout the years we have worked very hard to 
ease this transition, with programs like Freshman Academy. However, we felt that there needed 
to be more of a connection made with students that were already at the high school. 

   This year, the Counseling office staff decided to do something new at EHS to help with the transition surrounding 
the freshmen experience. With the help of thirteen seniors, the Erie High School Mentor Program was created. The 
purpose of the Mentor Program is to provide EHS freshmen with an upperclassman that will work with them. The 
mentor will help freshmen ease the adjustment from middle school to high school.

   Mentors received training over the summer to understand and better serve the needs of the students that they 
are mentoring. The EHS Mentors will provide a positive role model within the school and community. They help to 
create a safe environment by building a trusting relationship with freshmen students. They assist freshman students 
with the high school orientation, understanding of school policies, and learning about valuable resources. Mentors 
encourage freshmen to participate in clubs, activities, and athletics.

   There have been a variety of activities that the mentors 
and freshmen have participated in together already 
this year. The freshmen first met their mentors on 
“Unpack your Future” night at the HS. They were able 
to introduce themselves and tour around the school. 
Throughout the next several weeks, mentors continued 
to reach out and make connections with freshman in 
unique and personal ways. Mentors and freshmen had 
a luncheon together where they sat and talked while 
eating subs and cookies. Another big activity hosted for 
this group is the Mentor cookout and games that took 
place in October.  

   All in all, the goal of this program was to create 
relationships between freshmen students and the 
upperclassmen ahead of them. The hope is that those 
relationships will encourage a smooth adjustment as 
students begin their high school careers at EHS.

High School Mentors - An Easy Transition
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-Ryan Winckler, EHS College & Career Readiness Coordinator
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Congratulations  
to our 2016 Lady Cardinal 
golf team, bringing home the 
first Regional title in school 
history and advancing the first 
individual golfer to the state 
meet ever. Congratulations 
to Sera Bebon for capping off 
a superb season with a state 
tournament run! 

Regional Champs

making 
history

1st Team All Conference: 
Mackenzie Clary (CC)  

Makayla Dornbush (CC)  
Chris Bonnell (CC) 
Sera Bebon (Golf) 

Riley Riddell (Golf) 
Madison Newton (Golf)

Honorable Mention:  
Kale Orman (Golf)

All Conference  
Selections 

(Golf + CC) 

     This fall, the Erie volleyball and E-P football 
programs focused their efforts on women. 
Each team selected a home game to dedicate 
to women battling breast cancer and those who 
have lost their battle. Each and every person involved 
should feel honored to participate in such a meaningful 
and tremendously successful event. All together, a total of 
nearly $6,000 was raised for donation.   

Fighting for a Cause
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Dates to Remember...
 11/6    Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 11/7   TRAC Music Festival 
 11/8   National Election Day 
 11/9   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS  2:00 
 11/10   Elementary Veterans Day Program- 9:00 am 
 11/11   No School - Veterans Day  & Meet the Cardinals 
 11/15   Meet the Panthers 
 11/19   MS/HS IMEA Festival 
 11/23-25  No School - Thanksgiving Break 
 11/29   NHS Induction 
 12/7   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS  2:00 
 12/11   MS/HS Winter Concert - 2:00 pm 
 12/13   Elementary Christmas Program - 6:00 pm 
 12/17   EP Wrestling Holiday Tournament 
 12/19-1/3  No School - Winter Break 
 12/27-30  Warkins Tournament 
 1/4   Return to School 
 1/13   Wrestling J/V Panther Invite 
 1/16   No School - MLK Day 
 1/25   SIP Day - Early Dismissal  ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS  2:00
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