
Athletics 
Athletic Policy 
 I. Purpose 
  The purpose of the Middle School Athletic Program is to involve all students interested in 

athletics, and to provide a sound background in the fundamentals and techniques of a given 
sport.  Therefore, Erie Middle School has adopted a no-cut policy.  Our major concerns are the 
total development of the athlete, sportsmanship, and fair play. 

 
 II. Requirements 
  Each student wishing to participate in athletics must have on file a physical examination, a 

permission slip signed by the parent or guardian, and proof of medical insurance.  All documents 
must be on file in the school office before any athlete may actively participate in practice 
sessions. 

 
 
 III. Eligibility 
  A. Age Requirements 
   1. Age restrictions are required for interscholastic sports, as Erie is part of an athletic 

conference and must comply.  They are as follows: 
    a. Any student who is 15 years old prior to August 15 will not be eligible to participate 

on the eighth grade team. 
    b. Any student who is 14 years old prior to August 15 will not be eligible to participate 

on the seventh grade team. 
  B. Academic Requirements 
   1. In order to remain eligible, the athlete must be passing all subjects during the sport season 

in which he/she is participating.  Eligibility is cumulative via weekly check. 
   2. Using the Skyward system, athletic eligibility will be checked no later than noon each 

Monday.  
   3. Once a participant has been declared ineligible, the Head Coach will initiate the 

following actions immediately: 
    a. Notify the athlete of his/her ineligible status and accompanying reasons. 
    b. Notify the athlete’s parent or guardian of the same by letter and by telephone, 

whenever possible. 
    c. An athlete deemed ineligible will remain ineligible until the following Monday when 

grades are reassessed. 
    d. The fourth time a participant is declared ineligible in a single sport season, he/she 

will be dropped from the team immediately. 
 

 IV. Attendance at Practice Sessions 
  A. Students must report to practice for each sport with proper physical, permission slip, and 

insurance no later than the fourth official day of a particular sport.  The official “start day” 
will be announced by coaches and is often the day permission slips are handed out. This 
allows a three-day “grace period” for students to become eligible to participate.  
Participation may be adjusted, based on the amount of initial practice missed.  Example: 
“Start day” for basketball is a Monday.  The three-day “grace period” includes Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday (assuming school is in session each of those days).  The student 
must report to practice, with all requirements in order, on Thursday of that week – the fourth 
official day of that sport.  When extenuating circumstances exist, the Head Coach and 
Principal will determine eligibility. 

  B. The participant must attend all practices, meets, and games.  The only excuses allowed will 
be illness, injury, or an unavoidable circumstance.  Unavoidable circumstances must be 
accompanied by a written excuse from the parent or guardian.  If an athlete has to miss a 
practice while in attendance at school, he/she must tell the coach(es).  An athlete is allowed 



one unexcused absence from practice.  The second unexcused absence from practice, the 
athlete will be dropped from the team (at the discretion of the coach and principal).  The 
Head Coach will notify the parent/guardian of each of the unexcused absences.  Athletes 
attending the CLASS program will be excused and will join the practice already in session 
no later than 4:10. 

  C. If an athlete is absent the full day of an athletic contest, he/she will not be allowed to 
participate in that contest.  (Possible exceptions to this rule are funeral or doctor, which 
would be determined by the principal.) 

  D. Regular practice sessions will be held on Monday through Friday.  No authorized Sunday 
practice.  Practices on non-school days will be considered voluntary.  Students should be 
picked up no later than 5:15 p.m., Monday through Friday.  When parents are unable to pick 
up students at 5:15 p.m., alternate plans should be made.  Examples: 

   1. Arrange for student to ride home with someone else. 
   2. Have student walk to a relative in town for pick-up. 
   3. Have student walk to town library for pick-up there. 
 

   School supervision ends at 5:15 p.m. on practice nights, and published times on competition 
nights. 

 

 V. Training Rules 
  A. Anyone who violates the squad’s training rules will be disciplined in accordance with the 

rules established by the coach.  Rules governing the suspension of athletes are outlined in 
the Board of Education Athletic Policy available in the school office. 

  B. Training rules include conduct, dress on game days, and other related rules which will be set 
by the Head Coach.  Possession or using tobacco, alcohol, or drugs will be considered a 
severe infraction of training rules.  The Head Coach will contact the parent/guardian of the 
offense and the action taken. 

 
 VI. Chain of Command Procedures 
  A. Student-athlete talks to coach about the issue. 
  B. Parent and student-athlete talk to the coach about the issue. 
  C. Parent, student-athlete, coach, and athletic director will meet to discuss the concern. 
  D. Parent, student-athlete, coach, athletic director, and principal will meet to discuss the 

concern. 
  • Parents are not to address coaches after a game or a practice 
 
 VII. Athletic Trips 
 The athlete shall attend and return on an authorized bus for carrying players, unless arrangements 

have been made by the parent with the coach.  Acceptable arrangements include: 
  1. The parent/guardian picks up the student. 
  2. If the parent/guardian does not pick up the student but wishes the student to ride home with 

another adult, a written note from the parent/guardian is necessary.  Students cannot be 
released from riding the bus by verbal request from anyone except that student’s 
parent/guardian in person. 

 
Erie Middle School Sportsmanship Policy 
Good sportsmanship is a primary goal of athletic programs in the Erie Middle School.  Both adults and 
students are expected to exhibit good sportsmanship during extracurricular events. 
 
EXPECTATIONS 
Administrators 
• Develop a program for teaching and promoting sportsmanship. 
• Provide appropriate supervisory personnel for each extracurricular event. 



• Recognize exemplary behavior and actively discourage undesirable conduct by participants, coaches, 
and fans. 

• Attend events whenever possible. 
• Apply sportsmanship policies/rules equitably at all times. 
• Develop a crowd-control plan for both home and away games. 
 
Coaches 
• Follow the rules of the extracurricular event during the progress of the contest. 
• Accept the decisions of contest officials. 
• Avoid offensive gestures or language. 
• Display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat. 
• Avoid the public criticism of game officials. 
• Teach sportsmanship and reward/acknowledge players that display good sportsmanship. 
• Provide instruction, training, and motivation without put-downs and/or the use of abusive language. 
• Educate and sensitize themselves to cultural differences, gender equity, and disability issues. 
• Shake hands with opponents at the end of the contest, regardless of the outcome. 
• Treat the competition as a GAME. 
 
Student – Athletes 
• Show respect at all times for coaches, opponents, and game officials. 
• Accept the decisions of contest officials. 
• Avoid offensive gestures or language. 
• Display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat. 
• Follow the rules of the game. 
• Show respect for public property and equipment. 
• Shake hands with opponents at the end of the contest, regardless of the outcome. 
• Treat the competition as a GAME. 
 
Spectators – Parents 
• Avoid criticism of game officials and sideline coaching which may sidetrack the athletes from their 

performance. 
• Stay off the playing area. 
• Show respect for public property and equipment. 
• Work cooperatively with contest officials and supervisors in keeping order. 
• Do not approach a coach after a game to discuss any concerns that you might have.  A meeting can be 

made at a later date. 
 
Officials 
• Accept your role in an unassuming manner. 
• Know the rules, apply them equitably at all times, and keep the game moving. 
• Publicly shake hands with coaches of both teams before the contest. 
• Never show emotions or argue with a player, coach, or fan. 
• When watching a game as a spectator, give the officials the same respect you expect to receive when 

working a contest. 
 
UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR 
• Disrespectful or derogatory yells, chants, songs, or gestures. 
• Booing or heckling an official’s decision. 
• Criticizing officials in any way. 
• Blaming the loss of a game on an official, coach, or participant. 
• Taunting or name-calling to distract an opponent. 
• Use of profanity. 
• Doing own yells instead of following lead of cheerleaders. 
• Hand-held signs containing derogatory language. 



 
CONSEQUENCES OF UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR 
The Erie Middle School is dedicated to the philosophy that good sportsmanship should be portrayed at all 
events involving Erie Middle School students and spectators.  The following will be a guideline for 
inappropriate and appropriate behavior by spectators, coaches, and players. 
• Depending on the severity of the action, the individual will be warned or removed from the event. 
• Depending on the severity of the inappropriate behavior, the punishment may result in a suspension 

from attending activities for a period of one activity up to the rest of the school year. 
• Further incidents will result in the loss of the privilege to attend any future Erie Middle School activities. 
• Students may be suspended from school for inappropriate behavior at school-sponsored events including 

away events.  Interscholastic events are an extension of the classroom; therefore, the same rules apply. 
• Students will write letters of apology to those people they have offended.  They will also make a verbal 

apology to the local people who were offended. 
 
Requirements 
Permission slips, physicals, and proof of insurance are required for all participants prior to their first 
practice.  See the Middle School Athletic Policy for specific guidelines.  Listen to the daily announcements 
for additional information about these sports during the year. 
 
!


