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Welcome back to The Call. Our District has done a wonderful job of utilizing technology in the 
classroom since our transition to laptops in 2009. Now that we have evolved to tablets, the 
medium has changed, but the mission has remained the same: true student-centered learning. 

This year, we will be utilizing Apple School Manager, a system allowing teachers and staff to keep students 
even more focused on their learning. This system will allow administration and staff to monitor and 
control student activity on iPads more closely. Through technology, we continue to make each student’s 
experience more individualized. Not only does this provide them with daily growth on a personal level, it 
allows them to form a deeper understanding of the material at hand. This is much more effective than the 
traditional and strictly teacher-driven model of instruction.

   Since the last edition, the Board of Education and Administration have continued to work on the long-term facility needs of our 
students and staff. The latest discussions have centered on a three-building model, with most of the work being done to improve 
the learning conditions for our youngest children. As you know, the number of functionality issues that our Elementary students 
and staff face is larger than we would like. For students of all ages, we keep coming back to one driving question: how do we get 
the students of a similar age under one roof? Our ultimate goal is for all Elementary students to be in the same building, as well 
as all High School students under the same roof. In the meantime, we are working to make our students’ environment better 
now.

   We have contracted GRP Mechanical to make improvements in the Middle School and High School. Both buildings will 
receive updated HVAC systems. The new systems will better control temperature and humidity than our existing systems. 
Additionally, the new systems will be more cost effective, saving tens of thousands of dollars annually. The High School will have 
new windows installed, as the current ones are not good at keeping the outside weather where it is supposed to be – outside. The 
Middle School will have installed energy-efficient lighting and new drop ceilings. Most of this work will be done next summer.

   This summer, we have taken on a very ambitious group of projects. Some of them will be very noticeable, like the walking lane 
between the MS and HS to keep our kids out of the street and the resurfacing of the track. Others, like cleaning the ES ductwork 
and updating the PA system at the MS, will be less noticeable from the outside but will be great of our kids. The projects that will 
really stand out to our students will be the floors at the ES and the larger lockers at the HS. 

   If you would like to discuss these issues or anything else, please call the Unit Office or email me at bcox@ecusd.info.

                                            -K. Bradley Cox, Superintendent
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Total Fund
BALANCES

$13,206,000
$12,419,000
$10,818,000 
$11,379,000 
$9,808,000

Source: Treasurer’s Report 

ECUSD DASHBOARD

End of Fiscal Year

FY ‘17 -
FY ‘16 - 
FY ‘15 - 
FY ‘14 -
FY ‘13 -

Technology and the Campus

Wednesday, August 16

Elementary Unpack Your Backpack 
K-4th Grade 5:30 - 7:00 pm

Middle School Open House 
5-8th Grade 6:00 - 7:30 pm

5th Grade Meeting 6:00 pm
6-8th Athletics Meeting 7:00 pm

High School Open House
Incoming Freshmen 6:00 pm

**Correction: In the Spring 2017 Edition, the incorrect 
graduation rate was printed for Fulton. The correct rate for 

Fulton HS is 92%.



The end of the school year is like no other time of the year at the Elementary! Warm weather 
and the promise of summer put kids in a state of constant excitement. Between our ongoing 
annual traditions, field trips, and our newest addition of field day, students stay busy with 

lots of fun activities and memory making events. Of course, there is learning that takes place 
amongst the fun as well!

   Like in previous years, our fourth grade students participated in our annual Egg Drop Contest 
and Recorder Concert. Mrs. Kathy Kuhnen began the Egg Drop Contest for fourth graders twenty-
four years ago and has continued ever since. Using engineering and creativity, students use 
recycled materials to make a protective case for a raw egg. Mrs. Kuhnen is raised 20 feet above 
the students to drop each egg and case to the concrete below. The students and teachers then open and examine their 
case to see if their egg survived the drop! Another annual tradition is the recorder concert for fourth graders, led by 
our Elementary Music teacher, Mr. Jon Wederquist. This is a wonderful way to wrap up and demonstrate what they 
have learned in music class and provide a chance to perform in front of a live audience. Our fourth grade students 
did an excellent job in both aspects of their fun afternoon and we wish them the best of luck this coming year at the 
Middle School!

   On the last day of school, our students participated in their Field Day celebration! Throughout the day, students 
competed in teams, participating in events such as the softball toss, sack races, obstacle course, and 100 meter dash. 
Although the morning weather felt more like a fall football game, the students enjoyed their beach themed events, 
which even included a crazy beach relay! A traditional medal ceremony was hosted in the afternoon, where students 
were given medals for placing in an event and all were awarded with Pony Bars, provided by the Erie Parents Club. 
This day takes months to plan, many parent and community volunteers, and a ton of energy to complete, but it is 
worth every smile we see that day!

   With summer in our minds now, it is always important to reminisce on the excitement the past school year brought. 
However, as we prepare students for back-to-school, it is also important to start thinking about what we can do to 
help each of them succeed. Our teachers and staff will constantly look for ways to increase the engagement and 
excitement of our students. These fun events described above are one way, but the daily activities and teaching 
strategies of our awesome staff are what truly provide our students with the tools to grow.
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Experience the Traditions
-Kali Livengood, Erie Elementary Principal

Pg 4

More photos from this article continued on Page 11▻▻▻▻▻▻▻▻▻▻▻▻▻



Summer 2017 | The CallPg 5

Erie Parents Club 
It is well known that it takes a community to raise a child and our Parent’s Club 

is a wonderful source of community support to our students at school. Parent’s 
Club is a volunteer organization that focuses on family engagement, supporting 

teachers and staff, and fundraising to “enhance the education, school activities, 
and welfare for the Erie students through a partnership of students, parents and 
educators,” as stated in their Mission Statement.
   Throughout the year, Parent’s Club stays busy through various activities. A few of the most popular events 
are the annual Scholastic Book Fairs, Annex Movie Nights, Secret Santa Shopping, and the Carnival. Did 
you also know that they gave out four $500 scholarships to graduating seniors this past year? Or that they 
financially support field trips throughout the district? They have also financially supported purchasing 
bike helmets for Kindergarten students, recorders for the 4th grade students and various supplies for 
our classrooms. Our Parent’s Club members are also wonderful in supporting our staff with appreciation 
through some of the craziest times of the year!
   As the school year approaches, please consider supporting our Parent’s Club. This organization is a true 
partner in the education of our children and we cannot thank them enough for their endless support. Our 
Erie Parent’s Club meets on the first Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Annex and new faces are 
always welcome!

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/erie.parents or
Contact Teri Ashdown at tdashdown@gmail.comFOR MORE INFO...
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What’s Happening at EMS?
-Keith Morgan, Erie Middle School Principal
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As summer wraps up, excitement is building to get back to school and in the groove. 
The 2016-17 school year saw MS students taking part in many out-of-the-classroom 
experiences including a snow ski trip to Snow Star, pond trip to Rock Creek Marina, end-

of-year bowling, and The Farm Show in Joslin. 

   The District’s Summer enrichment program also offered many courses available to MS students. 
Staff members put together a group trip to Chicago, touring kids through several different spots 
including The Museum of Science and Industry and Shedd Aquarium. Another trip shuttled 
students to Starved Rock State Park for a day of hiking and exploring in the outdoors. Other 
courses included etiquette class, robotics/coding, kayaking and paddle boarding on the Mississippi.

   The MS has seen many changes throughout the summer. Staffing changes will bring quite a few new faces into the 
building for the upcoming year and a few familiar faces will no longer be around. The building and grounds have 
seen some changes as well. Classrooms have been updated with new cabinetry and countertops and new lockers have 
been installed. Also, our track is in the process of being refinished, to be completed this fall. All of these changes will 
help to start the year off fresh.

   One of the big changes you will see at the MS is the addition of a new cross country program. The Erie and 
Prophetstown school districts have moved forward with the process to start a new Middle School Cross Country 
program that will make its debut this fall. Students in 6-8th grade will be allowed to participate. Led by Coach 
Stacy Bomleny, athletes will compete in regular season events and IESA sectionals. Practice will begin August 1 and 
students will be bussed to Prophetstown. 7th and 8th grade students will be required to have a completed sports 
physical on file. For questions, contact Athletic Director Brian Howell at bhowell@ecusd.info 



D.A.R.E. Graduation
-Amy Achs, EMS Language Arts
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Erie Middle School 5th Grade students have been participating in Drug Abuse Resistance Education, 
or D.A.R.E., with Chief Deputy Henson for the past 18 years. Each year, Chief Deputy Henson, 
educates our students about the various impacts of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco. Students learn how 

to approach these difficult topics, and how to respond to negative peer pressure. “D.A.R.E. envisions a 
world in which students everywhere are empowered to respect others and choose to lead lives free from 
violence, substance abuse, and other dangerous behaviors.”

   We end the school year with a field trip to the Whiteside County Jail and Courthouse. Here, the students 
are able to observe a working courtroom, as well as the jail facilities. We then head to Rockwood State Park 
where we have lunch provided by the Sheriff’s Department. The finale of our day, is D.A.R.E Graduation. 
Students receive their certificates and are recognized for all of their dedication to the program. One 
requirement for graduation is to write an argument essay. Three winners were chosen this year to read 
their essays at graduation. The winners were: Dangers of Smoking by Jenna Dreisbach, Devil’s Breath by 
Caleb Eads, and Marijuana by Jillian Norman.

   The D.A.R.E. program is a long-standing tradition at Erie Middle School. The knowledge provided 
to our students through Chief Deputy Henson is invaluable. They will carry on the information learned 
throughout their high school careers and the remainder of their life, armed with the tools to resist drugs 
and violence.
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This Spring brought an end to the high school career of 48 students. Upon 
graduation day, the Senior Class of 2017 completed just another step in 
the journey to their future. These graduating seniors made the most of 

their time at EHS earning their high school diplomas, as well as racking up a 
total of 178 college credits prior to graduation. All of the extra work required of 
this accomplishment has put them in a great position, being a huge step ahead 
of their peers entering the next steps of life. 

  This class of 48 has made a reputation for themselves as being a very determined 
and focused group of young adults. These qualities were evident as their senior 
surveys determined that 45 of the 48** students will continue their education at the post secondary 
level, with three of the class members entering the armed services to serve our country. We are 
extremely proud to send this group of exiting seniors out into the world, representing Erie High 
School in a spectacular way.

  The journey through high school can be a difficult one, as kids struggle to find themselves while 
mustering through the all the classes, homework, and projects. Erie High School has an excellent 
faculty and staff members on hand to help kids in doing just that, and pushing kids to be the very 
best they can be. We are excited now to watch the next group of freshman students as they begin 
this journey. 

The Journey Through EHS
-Tim McConnell, EHS Principal

93%
continuing 

post 
secondary

education**



HS Math and the Flipped Classroom
-Haley Hawkins, HS Math Teacher
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High school math teacher, Mrs. Haley Hawkins, took the plunge this school year and completely changed the 
style of learning in the classroom. By literally “flippping” instruction, learning is put into the hands of the 
students. Through the Flipped Learning model, Mrs. Hawkins and her students work together so that they 

obtain skills needed to be prepared for college and careers of the 21st century.

   In a Flipped Learning model, the direct instruction or “lecture” portion of the class is given to the students via 
videos that are viewed outside of class time on their iPads. The students’ homework is to actively view videos created 
for the particular lesson they are studying and take down any notes or questions they may have. A great aspect about 
a Flipped Classroom is students being able to pause the 
videos or re-watch them as many times as necessary in 
order to grasp the content. One thing to keep in mind, 
however, is that the video is only meant to introduce the 
new concept or skill to the students; they are not expected 
to master the content from only watching the video. 

   Valuable class time is now freed up and used to hone 
in on skills introduced during these “homework” videos. 
Students are able to proceed at their own speed through 
the lessons. At the same time, teachers are able to provide 
more one on one or small group interaction during class 
time.

   In a Flipped Classroom, learning becomes “student 
centered.” The teacher acts as a coach, guiding the 
students in their exploration and mastery of content 
and skills. At the same time, students have more one on 
one speaking time with the teacher and with each other. 
Working with partners and in groups is a key component 
of the Flipped Learning model. Another huge advantage 
to a Flipped Classroom is that if a student is absent, they 
are still able to watch videos, complete assignments, and 
not fall behind. 

   Since implementing the Flipped Learning model into the classroom, there has been a vast improvement in test 
scores. The morale and overall tone in class has changed for the better. Math can be tough. However, with the 
Flipped Classroom, students are not coming to class as stressed out about not understanding the content since they 
know they have nothing but time to be able to ask questions about the areas they are struggling in. So far, this change 
in teaching method has provided great strides of improvement for high school math students.

Using the Flipped 
Classroom 

Model, class time 
is free for more 
group activities 
and hands-on 

projects.
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Spring Athletics

PRACTICE START DATES
HS Football - August 7

MS Football - August 16

HS Volleyball - August 9
MS Volleyball - August 14

Boys & Girls Golf - August 7

HS Cross Country - August 9
MS Cross Country - August 1

MEET THE PANTHERS 
August 18 @ Erie - 5:30 pm

F
A
L
L

S
P
O
R
T 
S

State Performances
Courtney Kruthoff- 5th Place High Jump 5’3” 

Whitney Bramm- Qualifier Pole Vault 10’0” 
Alissa DeShane- Qualifier Pole Vault 9’0” 

Kody Wetzell- Qualifier 400 dash 51.3 
Kyle Kruthoff- 7th Place Pole Vault 14’0” 

Boys 4x400 Relay (Kody Wetzell, Kerrick Cameron, 
Connor Reiley, & Max Weidel)- 4th Place 3:23.65 

Boys 4x800 Relay (Kody Wetzell, Kerrick Cameron, 
Connor Reiley, & Max Weidel)- 5th Place 7:57.79 

7G Boys 4x100 Relay (Kadin Jacobs, Kolby Franks, 
Mike Carlson, & Braxton Froeliger)- 6th Place 52.22 

Kadin Jacobs- 5th Place Pole Vault 7’9” 
Parker Holldorf- 3rd Place Pole Vault 8’9” 
Jade Nickerson- 4th Place Pole Vault 6’9” 

Aylah Jones-  8th Place Long Jump 15’ 7 1/2” 

Class of 2017 College Athletes
Courtney Kruthoff- Central College
Kale Orman- Mount Mercy College

Eric Miller- Coe College
Ashley Davis- Missouri University of S&T
Alissa DeShane- St. Ambrose University

Sera Bebon- Millikin University

All-Conference Selections
Baseball: 1st team- Kale Orman (P), Jordan 

Pierceson (OF)
Softball- 1st Team- Ashley Davis (C), Bekah Ryan 

(P), Erica Thulen (In)
Girls Track- 1st Team- Courtney Kruthoff (High Jump)

Boys Track- 1st Team- Kerrick Cameron (800m, 
4x400, 4x800), Max Weidel (4x400, 4x800), Connor 
Reiley (4x400, 4x800), Kody Wetzell (4x400, 400m, 

4x800), Kyle Kruthoff (Pole Vault)
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Elementary Fun

Retiring Staff 
L to R: Kathy Kuhnen, Kathy Quick, and 
Shelley Froeliger. Not pictured: Marlene 
Dorathy, Connie Tiffany, Tracee Orman, 

and Steve Neuherz.

Certified Staff: Deanna Schindel (HS FCS), Morgan 
Bahnsen (1st Grade), Alyssa Sibley (MS/HS Art), Jesse 

Abbott (HS English), Amber Hayen (3rd Grade), 
Lauryn Wiebenga (ES RtI), and Tyler Whitebread (HS 

Dr Ed/Health).  
 

Non-Certified Staff: Amber Pratt, Kerrie Tenboer, Carly 
Tenboer, Ali Steimle, and Haley Huizenga.



Dates to Remember...
 8/4   Online Registration Ends 
 8/9   New Student Registration 12:00 - 6:00 pm 
 8/16   Teacher Inservice 
    District Open House - ES 5:30 - 7 pm  MS 6:00 - 7:00 pm  HS 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
 8/17   First Day of  Attendance K-12  Early Dismissal ES 1:50 MS 1:55  HS 2:00  
 8/17-18  Preschool Home Visits  
 8/18   Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
    Meet the Panthers 
 8/21   Preschool Open House & Parent Meeting 
 8/22   First Day of  Preschool Attendance 
 8/28   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 8/30   SIP Day - Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 9/4   No School - Labor Day 
 9/11-16  Homecoming Week  
 9/25   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 9/27   SIP Day - Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
 10/5-6  Parent Teacher Conferences 
 10/6   No School- Parent Teacher Conferences 
 10/9   No School - Columbus Day 
 10/23   Board of  Education Meeting - 6:30 pm 
 10/25   SIP Day - Early Dismissal - ES 1:50  MS 1:55  HS 2:00 
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